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Summary of International Plans and Programmes 

International Plans 

Key Objectives Relevant to Plan and SA Key Targets and Indicators Relevant to Plan 

and SA 

Implications for Plan Implications for SA 

World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD), Johannesburg, September 2002 

The World Summit reaffirmed the international commitment to sustainable 
development. The aims are to: 

 Accelerate the shift towards sustainable consumption and production 
with a 10-year framework of programmes of action 

 Reverse trend in loss of natural resources 

No specific targets or indicators, however key actions 
include: 

 Greater resource efficiency 

 Support business innovation and take up of best 
practice in technology and management 

 Waste reduction and producer responsibility 

 Sustainable consumer consumption and 
procurement 

The plan needs to include 
objectives that encourage 
resource efficiency. 

The SA Framework 
should include objectives 
relating to renewable 
energy use, biodiversity 
protection and 
enhancement, and 
careful use of natural 
resources. 

 Urgently and substantially increase the global share of renewable 
energy 

 Create a level playing field for renewable energy and 
energy efficiency 

 New technology development 

 Push on energy efficiency 

 Low-carbon programmes 

The plan should recognise 
the importance of 
renewable energy and the 
need to reduce energy 
consumption and improve 
energy efficiency.  

The SA Framework 
should include objectives 
to cover the action 
areas.   

 Significantly reduce the rate of loss of biodiversity by 2010  Reduced impacts on biodiversity The plan needs to include 
policies that encourage 
and contribute to the 
protection and 
enhancement of 
biodiversity.  

The SA Framework 
should include 
objectives, indicators 
and targets that address 
biodiversity. 

European Sustainable Development Strategy (2006) 

The Strategy sets out how the EU will effectively live up to its long-standing 
commitment to meet the challenges of sustainable development.  It 
reaffirms the need for global solidarity and the importance of strengthening 
work with partners outside of the EU.   

The Strategy sets objectives and actions for seven key priority challenges 
until 2010.  The priorities are: 

 Climate change and clean energy 

 Sustainable transport 

 Sustainable consumption and production 

 Conservation and management of natural resources 

 Public Health 

There are no specific indicators or targets of relevance. The plan needs to take on 
board the key objectives, 
actions and priorities of the 
Strategy and contribute to 
the development of more 
sustainable communities 
by creating places where 
people want to live and 
work.  

The SA Framework 
should include objectives 
that complement those 
of this Strategy.  

A cross section of 
objectives are required 
that cover a number of 
themes. 
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International Plans 

Key Objectives Relevant to Plan and SA Key Targets and Indicators Relevant to Plan 

and SA 

Implications for Plan Implications for SA 

 Social inclusion, demography and migration 

 Global poverty and sustainable development challenges 

EU Sixth Environmental Action Plan 2002 - 2012 

The EAP reviews the significant environmental challenges and provides a 
framework for European environmental policy up to 2012. 

The Programme aims at: 

 Emphasising climate change as an outstanding challenge of the next 
10 years and beyond and contributing to the long term objective of 
stabilising greenhouse gas concentrations in the atmosphere at a level 
that would prevent dangerous anthropogenic interference with the 
climate system. Thus a long term objective of a maximum global 
temperature increase of 2°C over pre-industrial levels and a CO2 
concentration below 550 ppm shall guide the Programme. In the longer 
term this is likely to require a global reduction in emissions of 
greenhouse gases by 70 % as compared to 1990 as identified by the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) 

 Protecting, conserving, restoring and developing the functioning of 
natural systems, natural habitats, wild flora and fauna with the aim of 
halting desertification and the loss of biodiversity, including diversity of 
genetic resources, both in the EU and on a global scale 

 Contributing to a high level of quality of life and social well being for 
citizens by providing an environment where the level of pollution does 
not give rise to harmful effects on human health and the environment 
and by encouraging a sustainable urban development 

 Better resource efficiency and resource and waste management to 
bring about more sustainable production and consumption patterns, 
thereby decoupling the use of resources and the generation of waste 
from the rate of economic growth and aiming to ensure that the 
consumption of renewable and non-renewable resources does not 
exceed the carrying capacity of the environment 

The Plan sets objectives and priority areas for action on 
tackling climate change.  The aims set out in the 
document are to be pursued by the following objectives 
(some of these are now out of date and are therefore not 
included): 

 Fulfilment of the Kyoto Protocol commitment of an 8 
% reduction in emissions by 2008-12 compared to 
1990 levels for the EU as a whole, in accordance 
with the commitment of each Member State set out 
in the Council Conclusions of 16 and 17 June 1998 

 Placing the Community in a credible position to 
advocate an international agreement on more 
stringent reduction targets for the second 
commitment period provided for by the Kyoto 
Protocol. This agreement should aim at cutting 
emissions significantly, taking full account, inter alia, 
of the findings of the IPCC 3rd Assessment Report, 
and take into account the necessity to move towards 
a global equitable distribution of greenhouse gas 
emissions 

The plan needs to include 
policies that encompass 
the broad goals of the EU 
Plan e.g. recognising that 
local action needs to be 
taken with regard to 
climate change issues, 
protecting and enhancing 
biodiversity and 
encouraging waste 
reduction and recycling.  

The SA should be 
mindful that documents 
prepared will need to 
conform to EU goals and 
aims, and should 
therefore include 
appropriate objectives, 
indicators and targets in 
the SA Framework.  

European Spatial Development Perspective (ESDP) (January 1999) 

The European Spatial Development Perspective is based on the EU aim of 
achieving balanced and sustainable development, in particular by 
strengthening environmentally sound economic development and social 
cohesion.  This means, in particular, reconciling the social and economic 
claims for spatial development with an area’s ecological and cultural 
functions and, hence, contributing to a sustainable, and at larger scale, 

There are no specific targets or indicators of relevance.  
Targets and measures for the most part deferred to 
Member States.   

The plan needs to 
recognise the tensions 
between social, economic 
and environmental issues, 
and include policies that 
encourage sustainable 

The SA should include 
objectives that 
complement the 
principles of the ESDP.   

Care should be taken 
when preparing the SA 
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International Plans 

Key Objectives Relevant to Plan and SA Key Targets and Indicators Relevant to Plan 

and SA 

Implications for Plan Implications for SA 

balanced territorial development. 

This is reflected in the three following fundamental goals of European 
policy: 

 Economic and social cohesion 

 Conservation of natural resources and cultural heritage 

 More balanced competitiveness of the European territory 

development. to make sure it 
encompasses the 
philosophy of both 
national and international 
strategy documents. 

Aarhus Convention (Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-Making and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters) (1998) 

In order to contribute to the protection of the right of every person of 
present and future generations to live in an environment adequate to his or 
her health and well-being, each Party subject to the convention shall 
guarantee the rights of access to information, public participation in 
decision-making, and access to justice in environmental matters in 
accordance with the provisions of this Convention. 

As this is a high level EU policy document, responsibility 
for implementation has been deferred to the Member 
States: 

Each Party shall take the necessary legislative, 
regulatory and other measures, including measures to 
achieve compatibility between the provisions 
implementing the information, public participation and 
access-to-justice provisions in this Convention, as well 
as proper enforcement measures, to establish and 
maintain a clear, transparent and consistent framework 
to implement the provisions of this Convention. 

The development of the 
Local Plan should be a 
transparent process. 

LLDC should ensure that 
enough time is provided 
for consultation on the 
SA documents.  

UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (1992) 

The convention sets an overall framework for intergovernmental efforts to 
tackle the challenge posed by climate change.  It acknowledges that the 
climatic system is affected by many factors and is a shared system.  Under 
the Convention governments have to: 

 Gather and share information on greenhouse gas emissions 

 Launch national strategies for climate change 

 Co-operate in adapting to the impacts of climate change. 

There are no specific targets or indicators of relevance.   The plan should recognise 
local action needs to be 
taken with regards to 
climate change issues. 

The SA Framework 
should include 
objectives, indicators 
and targets that relate to 
climate change, flooding 
and the need to reduce 
greenhouse gas 
emissions. 

Kyoto Protocol to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (1997) 

The Kyoto protocol, adopted in 1997, reinforced the UN Framework 
Convention on Climate Change.  It addressed the problem of 
anthropogenic climate change by requiring developed countries to set 
legally binding emission reduction targets for greenhouse gases. 

Industrial nations agreed to reduce their collective 
emissions of greenhouse gases by 5.2% from 1990 
levels by the period 2008 to 2012. Countries can achieve 
their Kyoto targets by: 

 Reducing greenhouse gas emissions in their own 
country 

 Implementing projects to reduce emissions in other 
countries 

The plan needs to include 
policies that encompass 
the broad goals of the 
Kyoto Protocol, e.g. 
recognising that local 
action needs to be taken 
with regards to climate 
change issues. 

The SA should ensure 
that the Local Plan 
conforms to the broad 
goals and aims of the 
Kyoto Protocol and 
include appropriate 
objectives, indicators 
and targets in the SA 
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International Plans 

Key Objectives Relevant to Plan and SA Key Targets and Indicators Relevant to Plan 

and SA 

Implications for Plan Implications for SA 

 Trading in carbon. Countries that have achieved their 
Kyoto targets will be able to sell their excess carbon 
allowances to countries finding it more difficult or too 
expensive to meet their targets 

Framework. 

Doha Amendment to the Kyoto Protocol (December 2012) 

During the first commitment period, 37 industrialized countries and the 
European Community committed to reduce GHG emissions to an average 
of five percent against 1990 levels. During the second commitment period, 
Parties committed to reduce GHG emissions by at least 18 percent below 
1990 levels in the eight-year period from 2013 to 2020; however, the 
composition of Parties in the second commitment period is different from 
the first. 

 New commitments for Annex I Parties to the Kyoto 
Protocol who agreed to take on commitments in a 
second commitment period from 1 January 2013 to 
31 December 2020; 

 A revised list of greenhouse gases (GHG) to be 
reported on by Parties in the second commitment 
period; and 

 Amendments to several articles of the Kyoto Protocol 
which specifically referenced issues pertaining to the 
first commitment period and which needed to be 
updated for the second commitment period. 

 

The plan needs to include 
policies that encompass 
the broad goals of the 
Kyoto Protocol, e.g. 
recognising that local 
action needs to be taken 
with regards to climate 
change issues. 

The SA should ensure 
that the Local Plan 
conforms to the broad 
goals and aims of the 
Kyoto Protocol and 
include appropriate 
objectives, indicators 
and targets in the SA 
Framework. 

Second European Climate Change Programme (ECCP II) 2005 

Initiated in 2005, the programme builds on the First Climate Change 
Programme and seeks to continue to drive climate change mitigation 
across Europe, with the aim of limiting climate change and meeting Kyoto 
targets.  It also seeks to promote adaptation to the effects of inevitable and 
predicted climate change. 

Most initiatives in the programme refer to EU-wide 
elements of policy related, for example, to emissions 
trading, technological specifications and carbon capture 
and storage. 

There are therefore no specific targets or indicators of 
relevance.   

The plan and allocations 
should take account of the 
need to understand and 
adapt to the potential 
impacts of climate change 
such as weather extremes 
and coastal flooding. 

The SA Framework 
should include a target to 
contribute towards the 
mitigation and adaption 
of the effects of climate 
change. 

Directive to Promote Electricity from Renewable Energy (2001/77/EC) 

This Directive aims to promote an increase in the contribution of renewable 
energy sources to electricity production in the internal market for electricity 
and to create a basis for a future Community Framework. 

Member States are obliged to take steps to increase the consumption of 
electricity produced from renewable energy sources, by setting national 
indicative targets, in terms of a percentage of electricity consumption by 
2010. 

Member States are obliged to take appropriate steps to 
encourage greater consumption of electricity produced 
from renewable energy sources in conformity with the 
national indicative targets.  

Global indicative target: 12% of gross national energy 
consumption by 2010 and 22.1% indicative share of 
electricity produced from renewable energy sources in 
total Community electricity consumption by 2010. 

UK target: renewables to account for 10% of UK 
consumption by 2010. 

The plan should recognise 
the importance of 
renewable energy and the 
need to increase the 
consumption of electricity 
produced from renewable 
energy sources. 

The SA Framework 
should include objectives 
to cover the action areas 
and encourage energy 
efficiency.  
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International Plans 

Key Objectives Relevant to Plan and SA Key Targets and Indicators Relevant to Plan 

and SA 

Implications for Plan Implications for SA 

European Transport Policy for 2010: A Time to Decide 

This policy outlines the need to improve the quality and effectiveness of 
transport in Europe.  A strategy has been proposed which is designed to 
gradually break the link between transport growth and economic growth to 
reduce environmental impacts and congestion.  The policy advocates 
measures that promote an environmentally friendly mix of transport 
services. 

There are no specific indicators or targets of relevance. The development of the 
plan should consider 
issues relating to transport 
and access. 

The SA Framework 
should include objectives 
relating to the need for a 
sustainable and efficient 
transport system. 

EU Directive on Ambient Air Quality and Cleaner Air for Europe (2008/50/EC) 

The Directive merges four previous directives and one Council decision 
into a single directive on air quality and may also incorporate Directive 
2004/107/EC relating to arsenic, cadmium, mercury, nickel and polycyclic 
aromatic hydrocarbons at a later date.  It sets binding standards and target 
dates for reducing concentrations of SO2, NO2/NOx, PM10/PM2.5, CO, 
benzene and lead which are required to be translated into UK legislation. 

The Directive seeks to maintain ambient-air quality where it is good and 
improve it in other cases. 

 

Thresholds for pollutants are included in the Directives. The plan should consider 
the maintenance of good 
air quality and the 
measures that can be 
taken to improve it.  For 
example, reducing the 
number of vehicle 
movements.  

The SA Framework 
should include objectives 
that address the 
protection of air quality.   

Water Framework Directive (2000/60/EC) 

The purpose of this Directive is to establish a framework for the protection 
of inland surface waters, transitional waters, coastal waters and 
groundwater which: 

(a) prevents further deterioration and protects and enhances the status of 
aquatic ecosystems and, with regard to their water needs, terrestrial 
ecosystems and wetlands directly depending on the aquatic ecosystems 

(b) promotes sustainable water use based on a long-term protection of 
available water resources 

(c) aims at enhanced protection and improvement of the aquatic 
environment, inter alia, through specific measures for the progressive 
reduction of discharges, emissions and losses of priority substances and 
the cessation or phasing-out of discharges, emissions and losses of the 
priority hazardous substances 

(d) ensures the progressive reduction of pollution of groundwater and 
prevents its further pollution 

(e) contributes to mitigating the effects of floods and droughts 

Objectives for surface waters: 

 Achievement of good ecological status and good 
surface water chemical status by 2015 

 Achievement of good ecological potential and good 
surface water chemical status for heavily modified 
water bodies and artificial water bodies 

 Prevention of deterioration from one status class to 
another 

 Achievement of water-related objectives and 
standards for protected areas 

Objectives for groundwater: 

 Achievement of good groundwater quantitative and 
chemical status by 2015 

 Prevention of deterioration from one status class to 
another 

 Reversal of any significant and sustained upward 
trends in pollutant concentrations and prevent or limit 

The plan should consider 
how the water 
environment can be 
protected and enhanced, 
and include policies that 
promote the sustainable 
use of water resources.  

The SA Framework 
should include objectives 
that consider effects 
upon water quality and 
resource. 
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International Plans 

Key Objectives Relevant to Plan and SA Key Targets and Indicators Relevant to Plan 

and SA 

Implications for Plan Implications for SA 

input of pollutants to groundwater 

 Achievement of water related objectives and 
standards for protected areas 

Drinking Water Directive (98/83/EC) 

Sets standards for a range of drinking water quality parameters. The Directive includes standards that constitute legal 
limits. 

The plan should recognise 
the effects of development 
on drinking water quality, 
and provide development 
and operational controls to 
prevent non-conformance 
with values. 

 

 

The SA Framework 
should include 
objectives, indicators 
and targets that address 
water quality. 

Groundwater Directive (2006/118/EC) 

The purpose of this Directive is to establish a framework for the protection 

of groundwater in such a way that deterioration in the quality of such 

bodies of water is avoided. 

 

The Directive includes groundwater quality standards 
and threshold values for groundwater pollutants that 
constitute legal limits.  

The plan should recognise 

the effects of development 

on groundwater quality, 

and provide development 

and operational controls to 

prevent non-conformance 

with values. 

 

The SA Framework 

should include 

objectives, indicators 

and targets that address 

water quality. 

The Blueprint to safeguard Europe's Water Resources (COM(2012) 673) 

The Blueprint to safeguard Europe’s Water Resources emphasises key 

themes which include: improving land use, addressing water pollution, 

increasing water efficiency and resilience, and improving governance by 

those involved in managing water resources. 

The Blueprint to safeguard Europe’s Water Resources 
reinforces the objectives included in the Water 
Framework Directive (2000/60/EC). 

The plan should consider 
how the water 
environment can be 
protected and enhanced, 
and include policies that 
promote the sustainable 
use of water resources.  

The SA Framework 
should include objectives 
that consider effects 
upon water quality and 
resource. 
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International Plans 

Key Objectives Relevant to Plan and SA Key Targets and Indicators Relevant to Plan 

and SA 

Implications for Plan Implications for SA 

Directive on the Assessment and Management of Flood Risks (2007/60/EC) 

This Directive aims to reduce and manage the risks that floods pose to 
human health, the environment, cultural heritage and economic activity.  It 
requires Member States to assess whether all water courses and coast 
lines are at risk from flooding, to map the flood extent and assets and 
humans at risk in these areas, and to take adequate and coordinated 
measures to reduce this flood risk. 

The Directive shall be carried out in co-ordination with the Water 
Framework Directive, most notably through flood risk management plans 
and river basin management plans, and also through co-ordination of the 
public participation procedures in the preparation of these plans.   

There are no specific targets or indicators of relevance. The plan and allocations 
should consider potential 
flood risk, and prevent 
development within 
floodplains.  

The SA Framework 
should include objectives 
that promote the 
reduction and 
management of flood 
risk. 

Marine Strategy Framework Directive (2008/56/EC) 

The goal of the Directive is to achieve ‘Good Environmental Status’ (GES) 
for all Europe’s seas by 2016.  Member States are required to transpose 
the Directive by July 2010. 

GES in UK waters is defined by Defra with 11 criteria 
which include: 

 Making sure populations of fish and shellfish are 
within safe biological limits  

 Maintaining the biological diversity of marine 
habitats and species  

 Limiting contaminants to the marine environment to 
levels which do not cause pollution 

 

The plan should aim to 
protect and enhance the 
quality of the marine 
environment, particularly 
with respect to pollutants 
or activities originating on 
land. 

The SA Framework 
should include measures 
to protect biodiversity 
and water quality.  
Cumulative and 
transboundary marine 
effects should be 
considered.  

UN Convention on Biological Diversity (1992) 

This was one of the main outcomes of the 1992 Rio Earth Summit. The key 
objectives of the Convention are: 

 The conservation of biological diversity 

 The sustainable use of its components 

 The fair and equitable sharing of the benefits arising from the use of 
genetic resources 

The achievement of the objectives in the Convention relies heavily upon 
the implementation of action at the national level. 

The Convention aims to halt the worldwide loss of 
animal and plant species and genetic resources and 
save and enhance biodiversity.   

It is essential that the 
development of the plan 
should consider 
biodiversity protection. 

The SA Framework 
should include objectives 
relating to the protection 
of biodiversity. 

Bern Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats (1979) 

The principle objectives of the Convention are to conserve wild flora and 
fauna and their natural habitats, especially those species and habitats 
whose conservation requires the co-operation of several States, and to 

There are no specific targets or indicators of relevance. The plan must take into 
account the habitats and 
species that have been 

The SA Framework 
should take into account 
the conservation 
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International Plans 

Key Objectives Relevant to Plan and SA Key Targets and Indicators Relevant to Plan 

and SA 

Implications for Plan Implications for SA 

promote such co-operation. Particular emphasis is given to endangered 
and vulnerable species, including migratory species. 

In order to achieve this the Convention imposes legal obligations on 
contracting parties, protecting over 500 wild plant species and more than 
1000 wild animal species. 

Each Contracting Party is obliged to: 

 Promote national policies for the conservation of wild flora, wild fauna 
and natural habitats, with particular attention to endangered and 
vulnerable species, especially endemic ones, and endangered 
habitats, in accordance with the provisions of this Convention 

 Have regard to the conservation of wild flora and fauna in its planning 
and development policies and in its measures against pollution 

 Promote education and disseminate general information on the need to 
conserve species of wild flora and fauna and their habitats 

 

identified under the 
Convention, and should 
include provision for the 
preservation, protection 
and improvement of the 
quality of the environment 
as appropriate. 

provisions of the 
Convention, including 
provision for the 
preservation and 
protection of the 
environment. 

Bonn Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals (1979) 

The Convention is an intergovernmental treaty under the United Nations 
Environment Programme.  The aim is for contracting parties to work 
together to conserve terrestrial, marine and avian migratory species and 
their habitats (on a global scale) by providing strict protection for 
endangered migratory species. 

The overarching objectives set for the Parties are: 

 Promote, co-operate in and support research relating to migratory 
species 

 Endeavour to provide immediate protection for migratory species 
included in Appendix I 

 Endeavour to conclude Agreements covering the conservation and 
management of migratory species included in Appendix II 

There are no specific targets or indicators of relevance. The plan must take into 
account the habitats and 
species that have been 
identified under this 
directive, and should 
include provision for their 
protection, preservation 
and improvement. 

The SA Framework 
should include objectives 
protecting biodiversity. 

EU Birds Directive (2009/147/EC) 

The directive recognises that habitat loss and degradation are the most 
serious threats to the conservation of wild birds. The Directive places great 
emphasis on the protection of habitats for endangered as well as migratory 
species (listed in Annex I), especially through the establishment of a 
coherent network of Special Protection Areas (SPAs) comprising all the 
most suitable territories for these species. 

There are no specific targets or indicators of relevance. The development of the 
plan must consider the 
preservation / 
enhancement of 
biodiversity resources 
including the protection of 
bird species. 

The SA Framework 
should include 
sustainability objectives, 
indicators and targets for 
the preservation 
/enhancement of 
biodiversity resources.  

http://www.cms.int/about/treaties.htm
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International Plans 

Key Objectives Relevant to Plan and SA Key Targets and Indicators Relevant to Plan 

and SA 

Implications for Plan Implications for SA 

Directive on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild Fauna and Flora (92/43/EEC) 

Directive seeks to conserve natural habitats, and wild fauna and flora 
within the EU. 

Member States are required to take measures to 
maintain or restore at favourable conservation status, 
natural habitats and species of Community importance.  
This includes Special Areas of Conservation and Special 
Protection Areas and it is usually accepted as also 
including Ramsar sites (European Sites). 

Plans that may adversely affect the integrity of European 
sites may be required to be subject to Appropriate 
Assessment under the Directive. 

The plan must take into 
account the habitats and 
species that have been 
identified under this 
directive, and should 
include provision for the 
preservation, protection 
and improvement of the 
quality of the environment 
as appropriate. 

The SA should include 
the conservation 
provisions of the 
Directive, and include 
objectives that address 
the protection of 
biodiversity. 

When required, a 
Habitats Regulations 
Assessment Screening 
exercise should be 
undertaken. 

Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance, especially as waterfowl habitat (1971) 

The Convention is an intergovernmental treaty whose stated mission is ‘the 
conservation and wise use of all wetlands through local, regional and 
national actions and international cooperation, as a contribution towards 
achieving sustainable development throughout the world’ (Ramsar COP8, 
2002). 

There are presently 150 Contracting Parties to the Convention, with 1556 
wetland sites, totalling 129.6 million hectares, designated for inclusion in 
the Ramsar List of Wetlands of International Importance 

The original emphasis was on the conservation and wise use of wetlands 
primarily to provide habitat for waterbirds, however over the years the 
Convention has broadened its scope to incorporate all aspects of wetland 
conservation and wise use, recognising wetlands as ecosystems that are 
extremely important for biodiversity conservation and for the well-being of 
human communities. 

There are no specific targets.  Although now out of date, 
the general objectives of the Ramsar Strategic Plan 
2003-2008 are: 

 To ensure the wise use of wetlands 

 To achieve appropriate management of wetlands of 
international importance 

 To promote international co-operation 

 To ensure that the required implementation 
mechanisms, resources and capacity are in place 

 To progress towards the accession of all countries 
to the Convention. 

The plan needs to include 
policies that seek to 
protect designated sites 
for nature conservation, 
including Ramsar sites. 

The SA Framework must 
incorporate the 
overarching principals of 
the Convention. 

EU Biodiversity Strategy (1998) 

The Strategy aims to anticipate, prevent and attack the causes of 
significant reduction or loss of biodiversity at the source, which will help 
both to reverse present trends in biodiversity decline and to place species 
and ecosystems, including agro-ecosystems, at a satisfactory conservation 
status, both within and beyond the territory of the EU. 

There are no specific indicators or targets of relevance. It is essential that the 
development of the plan 
should consider 
biodiversity protection. 

The SA Framework 
should include 
sustainability objectives, 
indicators and targets 
that address biodiversity. 

European Landscape Convention (2000) 

The aims are to promote European landscape protection, management There are no specific indicators or targets of relevance. The plan needs to The SA Framework 
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International Plans 

Key Objectives Relevant to Plan and SA Key Targets and Indicators Relevant to Plan 

and SA 

Implications for Plan Implications for SA 

and planning, and to organise European co-operation on landscape 
issues.  The Convention is part of the Council of Europe’s work on natural 
and cultural heritage, spatial planning, environment and local self-
government, and establishes the general legal principles which should 
serve as a basis for adopting national landscape policies and establishing 
international co-operation in such matters. 

The UK is a signatory to this Convention and is committed to its principles. 

consider the preservation 
and enhancement of the 
landscape. 

should include objectives 
that relate to landscape 
protection. 

UNESCO Convention Concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage (1972) 

The Convention requires that cultural and natural heritage is identified, 
protected, conserved, presented and transmitted to future generations.  It 
also requires that effective and active measures are taken to protect and 
conserve cultural and natural heritage. 

There are no specific indicators or targets of relevance. The plan needs to 
consider preservation and 
enhancement of cultural 
and natural heritage. 

The SA Framework 
should include objectives 
relating to the protection 
of historic and natural 
resources. 

Waste Framework Directive (2008/98/EC) 

This replaces the old Waste Framework Directive (2006/12/EC). The aims 
of this Directive are: 

 To provide a comprehensive and consolidated approach to the 
definition and management of waste.  

 To shift from thinking of waste as an unwanted burden to a valued 
resource and make Europe a recycling society. 

 To ensure waste prevention is the first priority of waste management. 

 To provide environmental criteria for certain waste streams, to establish 
when a waste ceases to be a waste (rather than significantly amending 
the definition of waste). 

There are no specific targets or indicators of relevance. The plan should seek to 
promote the key objectives 
of prevention, recycling 
and processing of waste, 
conversion of waste to 
usable materials, and 
energy recovery. 

The SA needs to 
incorporate objectives, 
indicators and targets 
that address waste 
issues, e.g. minimisation 
and re-use etc. 

Packaging and Packaging Waste Directive (94/62/EC) (as amended by 2004/12/EC and 2005/20/EC) 

This Directive covers all packaging placed on the market in the Community 
and all packaging waste, whether it is used or released at industrial, 
commercial, office, shop, service, household or any other level, regardless 
of the material used. The Directive provides that the Member States shall 
take measures to prevent the formation of packaging waste, which may 
include national programmes and may encourage the reuse of packaging. 

The Directive states that Member States must introduce 
systems for the return and/or collection of used 
packaging to attain certain targets.  However, all targets 
are now out of date and are therefore not included. 

Although this Directive 
dictates national 
legislation, the plan should 
encourage better waste 
management.  

The SA Framework 
should be consistent with 
the waste management 
principles of this policy. 

The 7
th

 Environment Action Programme (EAP) (January 2014) 

The EAP will be guiding European environment policy until 2020. In order 

to give more long-term direction it sets out a vision beyond that, of where it 

There are no specific targets or indicators of relevance. The plan should seek to 
promote the key objectives 
included in the EAP. 

The SA Framework 
should be consistent with 
the sustainable 

http://environment.practicallaw.com/9-384-2659
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International Plans 

Key Objectives Relevant to Plan and SA Key Targets and Indicators Relevant to Plan 

and SA 

Implications for Plan Implications for SA 

wants the Union to be by 2050:  

"In 2050, we live well, within the planet’s ecological limits. Our prosperity 

and healthy environment stem from an innovative, circular economy where 

nothing is wasted and where natural resources are managed sustainably, 

and biodiversity is protected, valued and restored in ways that enhance our 

society’s resilience. Our low-carbon growth has long been decoupled from 

resource use, setting the pace for a safe and sustainable global society." 

It identifies three key objectives: 

 to protect, conserve and enhance the Union’s natural capital  

 to turn the Union into a resource-efficient, green, and competitive 

low-carbon economy  

 to safeguard the Union's citizens from environment-related 

pressures and risks to health and wellbeing  

Four so called "enablers" will help Europe deliver on these goals:  

 better implementation of legislation  

 better information by improving the knowledge base  

 more and wiser investment for environment and climate policy  

 full integration of environmental requirements and considerations 

into other policies  

Two additional horizontal priority objectives complete the programme:  

 to make the Union's cities more sustainable  

 to help the Union address international environmental and climate 

challenges more effectively.  

principles of this 
programme. 

Energy Efficiency Directive 2012/27/EU  (December 2012) 

This Directive establishes a common framework of measures for the 

promotion of energy efficiency within the Union in order to ensure the 

achievement of the Union’s 2020 20 % headline target on energy efficiency 

and to pave the way for further energy efficiency improvements beyond 

that date. 

All EU-28 countries are thus required to use energy more efficiently at all 

stages of the energy chain – from the transformation of energy and its 

distribution to its final consumption. The new Directive will help remove 

20% headline target on energy efficiency. The plan should seek to 
meet the obligation to 
achieve certain amount of 
final energy savings over 
the obligation period (01 
January 2014 – 31 
December 2020) by using 
energy efficiency 
obligations schemes or 
other targeted policy 

The SA Framework 
should be consistent with 
the objectives and 
targets of the Directive. 
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and SA 

Implications for Plan Implications for SA 

barriers and overcome market failures that impede efficiency in the supply 

and use of energy and provides for the establishment of indicative national 

energy efficiency targets for 2020. 

measures to drive energy 
efficiency improvements in 
households, industries and 
transport sectors. 

 

Water White Paper (2011)  

The White Paper warns that the twin challenges of climate change and 

population growth mean that water scarcity is likely to become an 

increasing problem in the future. The importance of managing water and 

flood risk has triggered a review of water policy and the document sets out 

how the Government plans to tackle some of the key challenges facing the 

water sector over the coming years. 

The White Paper contains a raft of measures which set 

out how the Government intends to tackle the increasing 

pressures on our water resources caused by climate 

change and population growth. It sets out the principles 

and timetable for an overhaul of the abstraction regime, 

which governs how and when water can be taken from 

the environment for use by business, agriculture and the 

public; and explains how improved interconnections 

between water catchments will allow water to be moved 

more easily around the country to areas of need. 

Water for Life includes proposals to improve water 

efficiency by encouraging and incentivising consumers to 

use water wisely (campaigns, labelling, metering).  

The plan should consider 
how the water 
environment can be 
protected and enhanced, 
and include policies that 
promote the sustainable 
use of water resources. 

The SA Framework 
should include 
objectives, indicators 
and targets that address 
water quality. 
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Summary of National Plans and Programmes 

National Plans 

Key Objectives Relevant to Plan and SA Key Targets and Indicators Relevant to Plan 

and SA 

Implications for Plan Implications for SA 

UK Sustainable Development Strategy: Securing the Future (2005) and the UK’s Shared Framework for Sustainable Development, One Future – Different Paths 
(2005) 

The strategy for sustainable development aims to enable all people 
throughout the world to satisfy their basic needs and enjoy a better quality 
of life without compromising the quality of life of future generations. 

As a result of the 2004 consultation to develop new UK sustainable 
development strategy the following issues have been highlighted as the 
main priority areas for immediate action: 

 Sustainable consumption and production - working towards achieving 
more with less 

 Natural resource protection and environmental enhancement - 
protecting the natural resources on which we depend 

 From local to global: building sustainable communities creating places 
where people want to live and work, now and in the future 

 Climate change and energy - confronting the greatest threat 

In addition to these four priorities changing behaviour also forms a large 
part of the Governments thinking on sustainable development. 

Because the UK sustainable development strategy aims 
to direct and shape policies, it is difficult to list the 
objectives of the strategy within the confines of the table.  
The following principles will be used to achieve the 
sustainable development purpose, and have been 
agreed by the UK Government, Scottish Executive, 
Welsh Assembly Government, and the Northern Ireland 
Administration: 

 Living within environmental limits 

 Ensuring a strong, healthy, and just society 

 Achieving a sustainable economy 

 Promoting good governance 

 Using sound science responsibly 

There are no specific targets within the Strategy, 
although it makes reference to targets set in related PSA 
and other relevant policy statements. 

There are also 68 high level UK Government strategy 
indicators, which will be used to measure the success 
with which the above objectives are being met.  The 
most relevant are: 

 Greenhouse gas emissions: Kyoto target and CO2 

emissions 

 CO2 emissions by end user: industry, domestic, 

transport (excluding international aviation), other 

 Renewable electricity: renewable electricity 

generated as a % of total electricity 

 Energy supply: UK primary energy supply and gross 

inland energy consumption 

 Water resource use: total abstractions from non-tidal 

surface and ground water sources 

 Waste arisings by (a) sector (b) method of disposal 

 Bird populations: bird population indices (a) 

The plan needs to take on 
board the key objectives of 
the strategy and contribute 
to the development of 
more sustainable 
communities by creating 
places where people want 
to live and work.  

The SA Framework 
should include 
objectives, indicators 
and targets that 
complement those of this 
strategy.  
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and SA 

Implications for Plan Implications for SA 

farmland birds (b) woodland birds (c) birds of coasts 
and estuaries (d) wintering wetland birds 

 Biodiversity conservation: (a) priority species 

status (b) priority habitat status 

 River quality: rivers of good (a) biological (b) 

chemical quality 

 Air quality and health: (a) annual levels of particles 

and ozone (b) days when air pollution is moderate or 
higher 

Securing the Regions’ Futures – Strengthening the Delivery of Sustainable Development in the English Regions (2006) 

This document sets out the Government’s approach to strengthening the 
delivery of sustainable development at the regional level, following the 
publication of ‘Securing the Future: The UK Sustainable Development 
Strategy’. 

The five guiding principles and four priorities set out in the UK Sustainable 
Development Strategy provide the framework within which the English 
regions work to improve quality of life.  This document sets out an 
additional 20 commitments (with clear guidance) in order to help regions 
make a step change in their contribution to delivering sustainable 
development.  The key elements of this approach are: 

 Using the sustainable development priorities and principles to underpin 
the refreshed or updated high-level regional strategies 

 Creating a strengthened role for regional sustainable development 
roundtables as champion bodies 

 Maximising the contribution which city-regions, sub-regions and inter-
regional strategies can make to delivering sustainable development 
through innovative ways of working at these levels 

 Embedding sustainable development within the work of Government 
Offices and across their organisations and operations so as to become 
exemplars in the regions 

 Supporting the role of Regional Assemblies in delivering sustainable 
development through all their functions 

 Working with Regional Development Agencies (RDAs) to help them 
deliver economic productivity, which delivers sustainable development 
at the same time - and to ensure that this contribution is fully reflected 
in RDA assessments 

This document provides an enabling framework within which the regions 
themselves can devise their own sustainable solutions to meet their needs 

There are no specific indicators or targets of relevance. The plan needs to 
consider sustainable 
development through its 
detailed guidance. 

This plan is primarily 
concerned with delivery 
of sustainable 
development at the 
regional level.  While not 
all elements are of 
relevance to this study, 
ensuring sustainable 
development in the 
English regions is 
essential, and should be 
considered through the 
SA process. 
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and SA 

Implications for Plan Implications for SA 

and which are in line with the wider UK goals on sustainable development.  
It helps demonstrate the Government’s commitment to empowering 
regions in order that they can secure a sustainable future for their own 
communities, and one which helps us meet our sustainable development 
goals in the UK as a whole. 

Sustainable Communities: Building for the Future (2003) 

This action programme marks a step change in the policies for delivering 
sustainable communities for all.  The plan allies measures to tackle the 
housing provision mis-match between the South-East and parts of the 
North and the Midlands, with more imaginative design and the continuation 
of an agreeable and convenient environment.   

It is part of the Government’s wider drive to raise the quality of life in our 
communities through increasing prosperity, reducing inequalities, 
increasing employment, better public services, better health and education, 
tackling crime and anti-social behaviour, and much more. It reflects our key 
principles for public service reform: raising standards, devolving and 
delegating decision-making, providing greater flexibility over use of 
resources and choice for customers.  The main elements are: 

 Sustainable communities 

 Step change in housing supply 

 New growth areas 

 Decent homes 

 Countryside and local environment 

There are no specific indicators or targets of relevance. The plan should 
encourage housing to be 
addressed by local 
partnerships as part of a 
wider strategy of 
neighbourhood renewal 
and sustainable 
communities.  

It should also encourage 
environmental 
enhancement to be central 
to regeneration solutions, 
including the use of green 
space networks as a basis 
for development and have 
due regard for landscape 
character and 
designations. 

The SA should 
acknowledge local action 
to meet local needs. 

It should recognise that 
housing should be 
provided for all sections 
of society. 

It should recognise that 
environmental 
improvements can 
improve quality of life 

The SA Framework 
should be reviewed 
against these objectives. 

Planning Act 2008 

The Act created amendments to the functioning of the planning system, 
following recommendations from the Barker Review first proposed in the 
2007 White Paper: Planning for a Sustainable Future.  The two principal 
changes are: 

 The establishment of an Infrastructure Planning Commission to make 
decisions on nationally significant infrastructure projects. 

 Creation of the Community Infrastructure Levy, a charge to be 
collected from developers by local authorities for the provision of local 
and sub-regional infrastructure. 

There are no specific targets or indicators of relevance. The preparation of the 
plan should consider the 
recommended actions in 
this document. 

The SA should consider 
the means by which the 
measures in the Act may 
enable the plan to 
contribute towards 
sustainable development 

Environmental Quality in Spatial Planning 2005 

This document was jointly published by The Countryside Agency, English 
Heritage, English Nature and the EA.  It provides guidance to help in the 

There are no specific targets or indicators of relevance. The preparation of the 
plan should consider the 

The SA should take into 
consideration the issues 
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preparation of Regional Spatial Strategies and Local Development 
Frameworks, by ensuring incorporation of the natural, built and historic 
environment, and rural issues in plans and strategies. 

recommended actions in 
this document. 

raised in this document 
and ensure that an 
appropriate suite of 
objectives is developed, 
covering relevant 
aspects of the built and 
natural environment. 

World Class Places: The Government’s Strategy for Improving Quality of Place (2009) 

The Strategy identifies the benefits of creating well-designed places, 
including elements of spatial planning, urban design, architecture, green 
infrastructure and community involvement.  It seeks to promote the 
consideration of place at all levels of planning.  An Action Plan 
accompanying the Strategy sets out the following seven broad objectives 

1: Strengthen leadership on quality of place at the national and regional 
level 

2: Encourage local civic leaders and local government to prioritise quality 
of place 

3: Ensure relevant government policy, guidance and standards consistently 
promote quality of place and are user-friendly 

4: Put the public and community at the centre of place-shaping 

5: Ensure all development for which central government is directly 
responsible is built to high design and sustainability standards and 
promotes quality of place 

6: Encourage higher standards of market-led development 

7: Strengthen quality of place skills, knowledge and capacity 

The majority of actions reflect how the Government will 
take forward the strategy and use it in the creation of 
new guidance and to direct its interactions with relevant 
agencies.  However, of particular relevance are: 

2.3: Working with local authorities to achieve high quality 
development 

2.5: Establishing an award scheme for high quality 
places 

4.1: Encouraging public involvement in shaping the 
vision for their area and the design of individual schemes 

4.2: Ensuring the citizens and service users are engaged 
in the design and development of public buildings 

4.3: Encouraging community involvement in ownership 
and managing the upkeep of the public realm and 
community facilities 

4.4: Promoting public engagement in creating new 
homes and neighbourhoods 

6.1: Encouraging local authorities to set clear quality of 
place ambitions in their local planning framework 

7.1: Strengthening advisory support on design quality for 
local authorities, the wider public sector and developers 

7.2: Encouraging local authorities to share planning, 
design, conservation and related expertise 

The plan should seek to 
reinforce and promote a 
sense of place.  High 
standards of design and 
public consultation should 
be encouraged. 

The SA Framework 
should recognise the 
importance of developing 
a high quality built 
environment and 
promoting high levels of 
community involvement. 

The Countryside in and Around Towns: A vision for connecting town and country in the pursuit of sustainable development (2005) 

This document was jointly published by the Countryside Agency and 
Groundwork, in 2005.   

The document presents a new vision for a very extensive and often 
overlooked resource – the countryside in and around England’s towns and 
cities.   The vision at the heart of the challenge to reduce the pressures 

There are no specific targets or indicators of relevance. The plan needs to 
complement the aims of 
the strategy and seek to 
develop sustainable 
communities. 

The SA Framework 
should include 
objectives, indicators 
and targets that seek to 
promote sustainable 
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that urban life places on the local and global environment is, ‘the need to 
ensure a high quality of life for all while at the same time reducing our 
collective impact on the resources we share’. 

communities. 

The Code for Sustainable Homes: Setting the Standard in Sustainability for New Homes (2008) 

This document sets out the assessment process and the performance 
standards required for the Code for Sustainable Homes.  The Code is a 
voluntary standard designed to improve the overall sustainability of new 
homes by setting a single framework within which the home building 
industry can design and construct homes to higher environmental 
standards. 

The Code measures the sustainability of new homes in 9 
categories: 

 Energy and CO2 Emissions 

 Pollution 

 Water 

 Health and Wellbeing 

 Materials 

 Management 

 Surface Water Run-off 

 Ecology 

 Waste 

The plan should consider 
the requirements of the 
Code.   

SA Objectives should be 
developed to reflect the 
categories of the code. 

Sustainable Communities, Settled Homes, Changing Lives – A Strategy for Tackling Homelessness (ODPM) (2005) 

The strategy aims to halve the number of households living in insecure 
temporary accommodation by 2010.  This will be achieved by: 

 Preventing homelessness 

 Providing support for vulnerable people 

 Tackling the wider causes and symptoms of homelessness 

 Helping more people move away from rough sleeping 

 Providing more settled homes 

For each of the above points a series of actions are identified. 

 

 

Key target:  

 Halve the number of households living in temporary 
accommodation by 2010 

The plan should 
understand the causes of 
homelessness and seek to 
include guidance that 
includes homes to meet 
the needs of the local 
population. 

The SA Framework 
should include objectives 
that address housing 
issues including 
homelessness. 

Climate Change Act (2008) 

The Act commits the UK to action in mitigating the impacts of climate 
change.  It has two key aims: 

 To improve carbon management, helping the transition towards a low-
carbon economy 

 To demonstrate UK leadership internationally, signalling a 
commitment to take our share of responsibility for reducing global 
emissions in the context of developing negotiations on a post-2012 

Relevant commitments within the Act are: 

 The creation of a legally binding target of at least an 
80% cut in greenhouse gas emissions by 2050, to 
be achieved through action in the UK and abroad 
(against 1990 levels). Also a reduction in emissions 
of at least 34% by 2020.  

 A carbon budgeting system which caps emissions 

The plan should ensure 
that policies are in place to 
encourage the reduction in 
CO2 emissions whilst 
promoting sustainable 
economic growth. 

The SA Framework 
should include objectives 
that address climate 
change issues including 
flooding and the need to 
reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions.   
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global agreement at Copenhagen in December 2009 [and beyond]. over five-year periods, to aid progress towards the 
2050 target. 

 The creation of the Committee on Climate Change - 
a new independent, expert body to advise the 
Government on the level of carbon budgets and on 
where cost-effective savings can be made.  

 The inclusion of International aviation and shipping 
emissions in the Act or an explanation to Parliament 
why not - by 31 December 2012. 

 Further measures to reduce emissions, including: 
powers to introduce domestic emissions trading 
schemes more quickly and easily through secondary 
legislation; measures on biofuels; powers to 
introduce pilot financial incentive schemes in 
England for household waste; powers to require a 
minimum charge for single-use carrier bags 
(excluding Scotland).  

 New powers to support the creation of a Community 
Energy Savings Programme. 

Stern Review of the Economics of Climate Change (2006) 

The review examines the evidence on the economic impacts of climate 
change and explores the economics of stabilising greenhouse gases in the 
atmosphere.  The second part of the review considers the complex policy 
challenges involved in managing the transition to a low-carbon economy 
and in ensuring that societies are able to adapt to the consequences of 
climate change.  

The document clearly identifies that adaptation is the only available 
response for impacts that will occur over the next few decades. 

There are no specific targets or indicators of relevance. The plan should ensure 
that policies are in place to 
encourage the reduction in 
CO2 emissions whilst 
promoting sustainable 
economic growth. 

The SA Framework 
should include an 
objective relating to the 
reduction in greenhouse 
gas emissions.   

UK Carbon Plan (2011) 

The Carbon Plan sets out the Government's plans for achieving the 
emissions reductions committed to in the first four carbon budgets, on a 
pathway consistent with meeting the UK’s 2050 target. The publication 
brings together the Government's strategy to curb greenhouse gas 
emissions and deliver climate change targets. 

The Carbon Plain includes the following targets: 

 Commitment to reduce carbon emissions by at least 
80% by 2050. 

It should be ensured that 
reducing carbon emissions 
is a key theme throughout 
the plan. 

The SA Framework 
should include objectives 
that complement the 
priorities of this Plan. 

Climate change and biodiversity adaptation: the role of the spatial planning system – a Natural England commissioned report (2009) 

The report examines ways in which the land use planning system can help 
biodiversity adapt to climate change.  Strategies are identified that enable 

 There are no specific targets or indicators of relevance. Development of the plan 
should include 

The SA should refer to 
specific guidance in the 
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LDFs to deliver against the Department for Food, Environment and Rural 
Affairs’ (Defra) 12 core adaptation goals: 

1. Conserve existing biodiversity 

1a   Conserve protected areas and other high quality habitats 

1b   Conserve range and ecological variability of habitats and species 

2 Reduce sources of harm not linked to climate 

3 Develop ecologically resilient and varied landscapes 

3a   Conserve and enhance local variation within sites and habitats 

3b   Make space for the natural development of rivers and coasts 

4 Establish ecological networks through habitat protection, restoration 
and creation 

5 Make sound decisions based on analysis 

5a    Thoroughly analyse causes of change 

5b    Respond to changing conservation priorities 

6      Integrate adaptation and mitigation measures into conservation 
management, planning and practice 

recommendations from 
this report. Biodiversity 
assets should be protected 
from inappropriate 
development and i.e. use 
of buffer zones around 
sensitive sites. 

document for using SA 
to improve the ability of 
biodiversity to adapt to 
climate change. 

Planning for Climate Change – Guidance and Model Policies for Local Authorities (2010) 

The document has been produced by the Planning and Climate Change 
Coalition, a group of organisations seeking to ensure that the planning 
system responds effectively to the climate challenge. 

The guide is designed to provide clarity and guidance to local authorities 
and Local Enterprise Partnerships on how best to plan for climate change, 
both in terms of reducing CO2 emissions, and adapting to future climatic 
conditions. 

Guidance is provided on developing both strategic and development 
control policies. 

There are no specific targets or indicators of relevance, 
other than to support local authorities in mitigating and 
adapting to climate change. 

The guidance should be 
followed when developing 
Local Plan in order to 
address climate change 
issues. 

The SA should examine 
the likely effectiveness of 
the plan in mitigating and 
adapting to climate 
change.  Such 
judgements should be 
made with reference to 
the guidance. 

Energy White Paper: Meeting the Energy Challenge (2007) 

This White Paper sets out a framework for action to address the following 
long-term energy challenges, and helps to manage the risks: 

 Tackling climate change by reducing CO2 emissions both within the 
UK and abroad 

 Ensuring secure, clean and affordable energy as we become 
increasingly dependent on imported fuel 

As set out in ‘The Energy Challenge’ published in 2006, the context in 
which the Government is seeking to meet these challenges is evolving. 

This paper sets out the Government’s international and domestic energy 

Targets are superseded by 2008 Climate Change Act.  
There is therefore none of relevance. 

The plan should 
encourage the reduction in 
CO2 emissions whilst 
promoting sustainable 
economic growth. 

The SA Framework 
should include an 
objective relating to the 
reduction in greenhouse 
gas emissions.   
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strategy (based upon existing policies) to address the long-term energy 
challenges and deliver the four energy policy goals [set out in the 2003 
Energy White Paper].  It sets out how the Government is implementing the 
measures in the Energy Review Report in 2006 together with other 
measures announced since (e.g. in the 2007 Budget). 

Energy Act 2013 

The Act sets out new legislation to: 

 Reflect the availability of new technologies (such as CCS and emerging 

renewable technologies) 

 Correspond with our changing requirements for security of supply 
infrastructure (such as offshore gas storage) 

 Ensure adequate protection for the environment and the tax payer as 
our energy market changes. 

There are no specific targets or indicators of relevance. The plan should ensure 
that policies are in place to 
encourage the reduction in 
CO2 emissions whilst 
promoting sustainable 
economic growth. 

The SA Framework 
should include an 
objective relating to 
minimising greenhouse 
gas emissions. 

Delivering a Sustainable Transport System (2008) 

The document explains how the strategic aims set out in ‘Towards a 
Sustainable Transport System’ (2007) will be translated into policy and 
practical actions.  It takes on recommendations contained in the Eddington 
transport study and the Stern Review.  The 5 goals are: 

 To support national economic competitiveness and growth, by 
delivering reliable and efficient transport networks; 

 To reduce transport’s emissions of CO2 and other greenhouse gases, 
with the desired outcome of tackling climate change; 

 To contribute to better safety, security and health and longer life 
expectancy by reducing the risk of death, injury or illness arising from 
transport, and by promoting travel modes that are beneficial to health; 

 To promote greater equality of opportunity for all citizens, with the 
desired outcome of achieving a fairer society; and 

 To improve quality of life for transport users and non-transport users, 
and to promote a healthy natural environment. 

The document does not contain specific targets or 
indicators, but rather sets out broad strategic priorities at 
a national level.  Nonetheless, the goals provide a 
framework for local as well as national action. 

The plan should recognise 
the importance of safe, 
reliable and efficient 
transport systems to 
economic and social 
wellbeing.  The 
sustainability impacts of 
transport should also be 
fully understood. 

The SA Framework 
should ensure inclusion 
of objectives that 
promote sustainable 
transport.   

The Future of Transport White Paper – A Network for 2030 (2004) 

This Paper builds on the progress that has already been made since the 
implementation of the 10 Year Plan for transport, and sets out the vision for 
transport for the next 30 years, until 2015, with a funding commitment.  It is 
a long term strategy for a modern, efficient and sustainable transport 
system backed up by sustained high levels of investment.   

The aim is for a transport network that can meet the challenges of a 

The document indicates a number of Public Service 
Agreement objectives.  Those of relevance include; 

 Reduce greenhouse gas emissions to 12.5% below 
1990 levels in line with our Kyoto commitment and 
move towards a 20% reduction in CO2 emissions 
below 1990 levels by 2010, through measures 

The plan should recognise 
the need for an integrated 
and sustainable transport 
network. 

The SA Framework 
should contain objectives 
that support an efficient 
and sustainable 
transport system, and 
also cover issues 
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growing economy and the increasing demand for travel, but that can also 
achieve environmental objectives. This means coherent networks with: 

 The road network providing a more reliable and freer-flowing service for 
both personal travel and freight, with people able to make informed 
choices about how and when they travel 

 The rail network providing a fast, reliable and efficient service, 
particularly for interurban journeys and commuting into large urban 
areas 

 Reliable, flexible, convenient bus services tailored to local needs 

 Making walking and cycling a real alternative for local trips 

 Ports and airports providing improved international and domestic links 

The strategy is built around three key themes: 

 Sustained investment over the long term 

 Improvements in transport management 

 Planning ahead sustained 

Underlining these themes, and an important underlying objective of our 
strategy, is balancing the need to travel with the need to improve quality of 
life. This means seeking solutions that meet long term economic, social 
and environmental goals.  Achieving this objective will contribute to the 
objectives of the UK Sustainable Development Strategy. 

including energy efficiency and renewables. 

 Improve air quality by meeting the Air Quality 
Strategy targets for carbon monoxide, lead, nitrogen 
dioxide, particles, sulphur dioxide, benzene and 1,3 
butadiene. 

relating to the protection 
of air quality and 
greenhouse gas 
emissions.  

Low Carbon Transport: A Greener Future - A Carbon Reduction Strategy for Transport (July 2009) 

The Strategy sets out how the transport sector will meet its emissions 
reduction obligations and contribute to the Government’s overall policy on 
climate change as set out in the Climate Change Act 2008. 

The Strategy does not contain its own targets; rather it 
sets out how those committed to elsewhere, notably in 
the Climate Change Act 2008, will be met by the 
transport sector and what actions the Government will 
take to see they are met. 

The plan should promote 
low-carbon transport.  This 
may require the use of 
new and emerging 
technology as well as 
promoting a modal shift in 
transport choices. 

The SA should seek the 
promotion of low-carbon 
forms of transport. 

Low Carbon Transport: A Greener Future - A Carbon Reduction Strategy for Transport (July 2009) 

The Strategy sets out how the transport sector will meet its emissions 
reduction obligations and contribute to the Government’s overall policy on 
climate change as set out in the Climate Change Act 2008. 

The Strategy does not contain its own targets; rather it 
sets out how those committed to elsewhere, notably in 
the Climate Change Act 2008, will be met by the 
transport sector and what actions the Government will 
take to see they are met. 

The plan should promote 
low-carbon transport 
options.  This may require 
the use of new and 
emerging technology as 
well as promoting a modal 
shift in transport choices. 

The SA should seek the 
promotion of low-carbon 
forms of transport. 
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Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981) (as amended) 

The Act still forms the basis of conservation legislation in Great Britain, 
although it has been much modified. 

Schedules 5 and 8 of the Act detail lists of legally protected wild animals 
and plants respectively.  These are updated every five years. 

There are no specific targets or indicators of relevance. The plan must ensure that 
the requirements of the 
Act are complied with and 
that species and habitats 
are protected. 

The SA Framework 
should include objectives 
relating to the protection 
and enhancement of 
biodiversity resources. 

The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations (2010) 

These Regulations make provision for the purpose of implementing, for 
Great Britain, Council Directive 92/43/EEC [8] on the conservation of 
natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora. 

They replace and update the Conservation (Natural Habitats, &c.) 
Regulations 1994 (as amended) in England and Wales (and to a limited 
degree, Scotland - as regards reserved matters). 

There are no specific targets or indicators of relevance. It is essential that the 
development of the plan 
should consider 
biodiversity protection. 

The SA Framework 
should include objectives 
relating to the protection 
and enhancement of 
biodiversity resources. 

The Countryside and Rights of Way (CRoW) Act (2000) 

The purpose of the Act is to create a new statutory right of access on foot 
to certain types of open land, to modernise the public rights of way system, 
to strengthen nature conservation legislation, and to facilitate better 
management of Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONBs). 

There are no specific targets or indicators of relevance. It is essential that the 
development of the plan 
should consider 
biodiversity protection. 

The SA Framework 
should include objectives 
relating to the protection 
and enhancement of 
biodiversity resources. 

The Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act (2006) 

The act created Natural England and the Commission for Rural 
Communities and, amongst other measures, it extended the biodiversity 
duty set out in the Countryside and Rights of Way (CROW) Act to public 
bodies and statutory undertakers to ensure due regard to the conservation 
of biodiversity. 

The Duty is set out in Section 40 of the Act, and states that every public 
authority must, in exercising its functions, have regard, so far as is 
consistent with the proper exercise of those functions, to the purpose of 
conserving biodiversity.  

The aim of the biodiversity duty is to raise the profile of biodiversity in 
England and Wales, so that the conservation of biodiversity becomes 
properly embedded in all relevant policies and decisions made by public 
authorities. 

The Duty applies to all local authorities, community, parish and town 
councils, police, fire and health authorities and utility companies. 

The Government has produced guidance on implementing the Duty, 

There are no specific targets or indicators of relevance. It is essential that the 
development of the plan 
considers the provisions of 
the biodiversity duty. 

The SA Framework 
should include objectives 
relating to the protection 
and enhancement of 
biodiversity resources.  
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contained in two publications, one for Local Authorities (and the other for 
other public bodies. 

Section 41 of the NERC Act 2006, lists species and habitats of principal 
importance that local authorities must have regard for. Many of which are 
identified in the London and Olympic Park BAPs, and are relevant to the 
LLDC Local Plan. 

The Guidance for Local Authorities on Implementing the Biodiversity Duty (2007) 

This guidance was issued by Defra and the Welsh Assembly to assist local 
authorities in fulfilling their Biodiversity Duty. 

The guidance references a biodiversity indicator, which 
was developed as a result of a Defra commissioned 
research project in 2003/4.   The indicator developed to 
measure local authority performance is: 

‘Progress towards achieving a local authority’s potential 
for biodiversity’, which is based on four sub-indicators 
relating to: 

 The management of local authority landholdings 
(e.g. % of landholdings managed to a plan which 
seeks to maximise the sites’ biodiversity potential. 

 The condition of local authority managed SSSIs 
(e.g. % of SSSI in ‘favourable’ or ‘unfavourable 
recovering’ condition). 

 The provision of accessible greenspace. 
 The effect of development control decisions on 

designated sites (e.g. change in designated sites 
as a result of planning permissions). 

It is essential that the 
development of the plan 
considers the provisions of 
the biodiversity duty. 

The SA Framework 
should include objectives 
relating to the protection 
and enhancement of 
biodiversity resources.   

Conserving Biodiversity – The UK Approach (2007) 

The purpose of the document is to set out the vision and approach to 
conserving biodiversity within the UK’s devolved framework.   It sets out an 
approach to biodiversity conservation that is designed to meet the 
commitment to halt the loss of biodiversity by 2010 but also to guide action 
into the second decade of the 21

st
 century.   

The statement emphasises an ecosystem approach.  There is a close 
relationship between ecosystems and human well-being and there is a 
need to take action to reverse ecosystem degradation by addressing the 
key drivers and valuing ecosystem services.  There is a need to maintain, 
create and restore functional combinations of habitats.  

The shared priorities for action are: 

 Protecting the best sites for wildlife 

 Targeting action on priority species and habitats 

In June 2007 the UK Biodiversity Partnership published 
18 indicators that can be used to monitor biodiversity 
progress across the UK.  They will be used as part of a 
wider evidence base to determine whether the target to 
halt biodiversity loss is being achieved.  Some of the 
relevant indicators include: 

 Trends in populations of selected species of birds 
and butterflies  

 UK BAP Priority Species & Habitats 

 Protected areas 

 Sustainable woodland management  

 Area of agri-environment land 

It is essential that the 
development of the plan 
should consider 
biodiversity protection. 

The SA Framework 
should include objectives 
relating to the protection 
of biodiversity resources. 
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 Embedding proper consideration of biodiversity and ecosystem 
services in all relevant sectors of policy and decision-making.  

 Engaging people and encouraging behaviour change 

 Developing and interpreting the evidence base 

 Ensuring that the UK plays a proactive role in influencing the 
development of Multilateral Environmental Agreements and 
contributes fully to their domestic delivery. 

 Sustainable fisheries  

 Ecological impact of air pollution 

 Invasive species 

 Habitat connectivity 

 River quality 

Working with the Grain of Nature: a Biodiversity Strategy for England (March 2011) 

The Strategy seeks to ensure biodiversity considerations become 
embedded in all main sectors of public policy and sets out a programme to 
make the changes necessary to conserve, enhance and work with the 
grain of nature and ecosystems rather than against them. 

The Strategy sets out a series of actions that will be taken by the 
Government and its partners to make biodiversity a fundamental 
consideration in: 

 Agriculture: encouraging the management of farming and agricultural 
land so as to conserve and enhance biodiversity as part of the 
Government's Sustainable Food and Farming Strategy. 

 Water: aiming for a whole catchment approach to the wise, sustainable 
use of water and wetlands. 

 Woodland: managing and extending woodland so as to promote 
enhanced biodiversity and quality of life. 

 Marine and coastal management: so as to achieve the sustainable use 
and management of our coasts and seas using natural processes and 
the ecosystem-based approach. 

 Urban areas: where biodiversity needs to become a part of the 
development of policy on sustainable communities and urban green 
space and the built environment. 

A key Defra objective is: to protect and improve the rural, 

urban, marine and global environment and lead on the 

integration of these with other policies across 

Government and internationally. 

Under this objective, key targets are: 

 To care for our natural heritage, make the countryside 

attractive and enjoyable for all and preserve biological 

diversity by: 

• reversing the long-term decline in the number of 

farmland birds by 2020, as measured annually against 

underlying trends 

• bringing into favourable condition by 2010 95% of all 

nationally important wildlife sites 

The Government is already committed, in its Quality of 

Life Counts5 indicators, to using key indicators to 

measure progress with sustainable development in the 

UK. The ones that are particularly important for 

biodiversity are: 

 The populations of wild birds 

 The condition of Sites of Special Scientific Interest 

 Progress with Biodiversity Action Plans 

 Area of land under agri-environment agreement 

 Biological quality of rivers 

 Fish stocks around the UK fished within safe limits 

Two further indicators: 

The plan should support 
the vision emphasising 
biodiversity. 

The SA Framework 
should include 
sustainability objectives, 
indicators and targets 
that address biodiversity. 
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 Progress with Local Biodiversity Action Plans 

 Public attitudes to biodiversity 

UK Biodiversity Action Plan (1994) 

This Plan has been prepared in response to Article 6 of the Biodiversity 
Convention, to develop national strategies for the conservation of biological 
diversity and the sustainable use of biological resources.  The Action Plan 
is monitored, reviewed and updated when required. 

The overall goal of the UKBAP is ‘To conserve and enhance biological 
diversity within the UK and to contribute to the conservation of global 
biodiversity through all appropriate mechanisms’. 

Its underlying principles are: 

 Where biological resources are used, such use should be sustainable 

 Wise use should be ensured for non-renewable resources 

 The conservation of biodiversity requires the care and involvement of 
individuals and communities as well as Governmental processes 

 Conservation of biodiversity should be an integral part of Government 
programmes, policy and action 

 Conservation practice and policy should be based upon a sound 
knowledge base 

 The precautionary principle should guide decisions 

The objectives for conserving biodiversity are: 

 To conserve and where practicable to enhance: 

a. the overall populations and natural ranges of native species and the 
quality and range of wildlife habitats and ecosystems 

b. internationally important and threatened species, habitats and 
ecosystems 

c. species, habitats and natural and managed ecosystems that are 
characteristic of local areas 

d. the biodiversity of natural and semi-natural habitats where this has 
been diminished over recent past decades 

 To increase public awareness of, and involvement in, conserving 
biodiversity. 

 To contribute to the conservation of biodiversity on a European and 
global scale. 

The plan contains 1150 species and 65 habitats that 
have been listed as priorities for conservation action 
under the UK Biodiversity Action Plan (UK BAP). 

Specific targets are established for each of these action 
plans which are considered too detailed for this PPP 
review.   

It is essential that the 
development of the plan 
should consider 
biodiversity protection. 

The SA Framework 
should include objectives 
relating to the protection 
of biodiversity resources. 

Biodiversity by Design: A Guide for Sustainable Communities (Town and Country Planning Association) (2004) 
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The aim of the guide is to provide guidance on how to maximise the 
opportunities for biodiversity in the planning and design of sustainable 
communities.  The guidance is designed to apply at a variety of scales 
from whole sub-region growth points, to neighbourhood schemes. 

This is a guidance document and therefore does not set 
targets or identify indicators. 

The plan should recognise 
the multi-functional nature 
of open space. The plan 
should seek to protect and 
enhance biodiversity 
resources and open 
space.   

The SA Framework 
should seek to protect 
European, national and 
locally designated sites 
along with areas of open 
space.   

Biodiversity Indicators in Your Pocket (2010) Defra 

These indicators show changes in aspects of biodiversity such as the 
population size of important species or the area of land managed for 
wildlife. They provide part of the evidence to assess whether the targets 
set out in the following column have been achieved. 

The UK Government committed to two important 
international targets to protect biodiversity: 

1. In 2001, European Union Heads of State or 
Government agreed that biodiversity decline should be 
halted, with the aim of reaching this objective by 2010. 

2. In 2002, Heads of State at the United Nations World 
Summit on Sustainable Development committed 
themselves to achieve, by 2010, a significant reduction of 
the current rate of biodiversity loss at the global, regional 
and national level, as a contribution to poverty alleviation 
and to the benefit of all life on Earth. 

There are eighteen UK biodiversity indicators grouped 
under six focal areas aligned to those used by the 
Convention on Biological Diversity: 

1. Status and trends in components of biodiversity 

2. Sustainable use 

3. Threats to biodiversity 

4. Ecosystem integrity and ecosystem goods and 
services 

5. Status of resource transfers and use 

6. Public awareness and participation 

The plan should include 
indicators relating to 
biodiversity in order to 
monitor progress. 

The SA Framework 
should include objectives 
relating to biodiversity 
and the quality of the 
natural environment.  

Natural Environment White Paper (2011) 

The Natural Environment White Paper has a focus on promoting high 
quality natural environments, expanding multi-functional green 
infrastructure networks and initiating landscape-scale action to support 
ecological networks.  

The White Paper specifically seeks to: protect core areas 
of high nature conservation value; promote corridors and 
‘stepping stones’ to enable species to move between key 
areas. 

It is essential that the plan 
considers the 
incorporation of green 
infrastructure and 
landscaping to support 
biodiversity resources.  

The SA Framework 
should include objectives 
relating to the 
enhancement of 
biodiversity resources, 
which includes 
incorporating green 
infrastructure and habitat 
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enhancement through 
landscaping.  

Biodiversity 2020: A strategy for England’s wildlife and ecosystem services (2011) 

This Strategy seeks to halt overall biodiversity loss, support healthy well-
functioning ecosystems and establish coherent ecological networks with 
more and better places for nature for the benefit of wildlife and people. 
Strategy also proposes introduce a new designation for Local Green Areas 
to enable communities to protect places that are important to them. 

Targets from the Nagoya UN Biodiversity Summit in 
October 2010: 

 ‘By 2050, biodiversity is valued, conserved, restored 
and wisely used, maintaining ecosystem services, 
sustaining a healthy planet and delivering benefits 
essential for all people.’ 

 ‘Take effective and urgent action to halt the loss of 
biodiversity in order to ensure that by 2020 
ecosystems are resilient and continue to provide 
essential services, thereby securing the planet‘s 
variety of life, and contributing to human wellbeing, 
and poverty eradication.‘ 

In March 2010, the EU agreed to an EU vision and 2020 
mission for biodiversity: 

 By 2050, European Union biodiversity and the 
ecosystem services it provides – its natural capital – 
are protected, valued and appropriately restored for 
biodiversity’s intrinsic value and for their essential 
contribution to human wellbeing and economic 
prosperity, and so that catastrophic changes caused 
by the loss of biodiversity are avoided. 

 Halt the loss of biodiversity and the degradation of 
ecosystem services in the EU by 2020, and restore 
them insofar as is feasible, while stepping up the EU 
contribution to averting global biodiversity loss. 

It is essential that the plan 
does not lead to 
biodiversity loss and 
supports the targets set 
out in the Strategy.   

The SA Framework 
should include objectives 
relating to the protection 
of biodiversity resources. 

Making Space for Nature: A review of England’s Wildlife Sites and Ecological Network (2010) 

This document is a report into the state of England’s wildlife sites, which 
was led by Professor John Lawton and published in September 2010. The 
report showed that England’s wildlife sites are fragmented and vulnerable 
to change. The report also makes the following key points for establishing 
a strong and connected natural environment:  

 That we better protect and manage our designated wildlife sites;  

 That we establish new Ecological Restoration Zones; and  

 That we better protect our non-designated wildlife sites. 

There are no specific targets or indicators of relevance. The plan should recognise 
the importance of 
biodiversity protection and 
seek to protect and 
enhance wildlife 
resources.   

The SA Framework 
should include objectives 
relating to the protection 
of biodiversity resources. 
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A Strategy for England’s Trees, Woodlands and Forests (2007) 

The strategy has a 10 – 15 year timescale and strives to achieve 
sustainable forest management.   

There are five aims identified for Government intervention in trees, woods 
and forests.  The aims are: 

 To provide a resource of trees, woods and forests where they can 
contribute most in terms of environmental, economic and social 
benefits now and in the future.  

 To ensure that existing and newly-planted trees, woods and forests are 
resilient to the impacts of climate change and also contribute to the way 
in which biodiversity and natural resources adjust to climate change.  

 To protect and enhance the environmental resources of water, soil, air, 
biodiversity and landscapes and the cultural and amenity values of 
trees and woodland.  

 To increase the contribution that trees, woods and forests make to the 
quality of life for those living, working and visiting England. 

 To improve the competitiveness of woodland businesses and to 
promote new or improved markets for sustainable woodland products. 

There are no specific targets or indicators of relevance. It is essential that the 
development of the plan 
should consider 
biodiversity protection. 

The SA Framework 
should include objectives 
relating to the protection 
of biodiversity resources, 
which includes areas of 
woodland, particularly 
ancient woodland. 

Open Space Strategies: Best Practice Guidance (CABE and the Greater London Authority, 2009) 

This document offers clear, practical guidance to local authorities and their 
stakeholders on how to prepare an open space strategy. 

There are no specific targets or indicators of relevance. The plan should recognise 
the multi-functional 
benefits of open space. 

The SA should consider 
the potential for impacts 
on open spaces and 
opportunities for 
enhancements. 

The Geological Conservation Review (GCR) (ongoing) 

The GCR is designed to identify sites of national and international 
importance needed to show all the key scientific elements of the Earth 
heritage of Britain. They display sediments, rocks, fossils, and features of 
the landscape that make a special contribution to our understanding and 
appreciation of Earth science and the geological history of Britain 

There are no specific targets or indicators of relevance. The plan should recognise 
the status of GCR sites in 
the borough and aim to 
protect this and other 
geodiversity sites. 

The SA should consider 
potential impacts on 
geodiversity.   

Safeguarding our Soils: A Strategy for England (Defra, 2009) 

Vision: By 2030, all England’s soils will be managed sustainably and 
degradation threats tackled successfully. This will improve the quality of 
England’s soils and safeguard their ability to provide essential services for 
future generations. 

The Strategy sets out how Government intends to improve the 

There are no specific targets or indicators of relevance. The plan should include 
measures to ensure that 
soils are protected in line 
with the Strategy’s aims. In 
addition the protection of 

The assessment should 
consider the extent to 
which soils may be 
impacted by proposals 
supported within the 
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management of soil to manage threats to its quality and integrity. valuable soil resources 
should be promoted within 
the plan.  

plan. 

Natural England’s Green Infrastructure Guidance (2009) 

The guidance outlines the benefits of developing multi-functional green 
infrastructure.  It provides advice to local authorities on how to deliver 
green infrastructure improvements through the planning system, including 
reference to LDFs. 

There are no specific targets or indicators of relevance. The plan should protect 
existing green 
infrastructure and promote 
new multi-functional green 
spaces.  Guidance should 
be followed where 
possible. 

The assessment should 
consider the impact of 
plan on the quality and 
quantity of green 
infrastructure and the 
extent to which the 
guidance has been 
followed. 

 

 

Accessible Natural Green Space Standards in Towns and Cities: A Review and Toolkit for their Implementation (2003) and Nature Nearby: Accessible Green 
Space Guidance (2010) 

These publications by Natural England explain and give guidance on the 
concept of Accessible Natural Green Space Standards (ANGSt).  The 
2010 report provides practical advice to planning authorities on meeting 
the standards within new and existing developments. 

ANGSt recommends that everyone, wherever they live, 
should have an accessible natural greenspace: 

 of at least 2ha in size, no more than 300m (5 minutes 
walk) from home; 

 at least one accessible 20ha site within 2km of home; 

 one accessible 100ha site within 5km of home; and 

 one accessible 500ha site within 10km of home; plus 

a minimum of 1ha of statutory Local Nature Reserves per 
thousand population. 

The plan should attempt to 
ensure that the standards 
are met within the 
borough. 

The SA Framework 
should contain an 
objective relating to the 
provision of green space.  

Historic Environment: A Force For the Future (2001) 

The UK Government Guidance sets actions to protect and sustain our 
heritage for future generations through measures that look in detail at 
Funding, Legislation, Policy Guidance, Delivery Mechanisms, 
Reprioritisation and Partnership Working. 

The Government vision is: 

 Public interest in the historic environment is matched by effective 
partnerships and the development of a sound base from which to 
develop policies.  

 Maximising the full potential of the historic environment as a learning 
resource.  

There are no specific indicators or targets of relevance. The plan will need to take 
on board the issues and 
themes that have been 
identified in the document. 

The SA Framework 
should include 
objectives that relate to 
the protection and 
enhancement of the 
historic environment. 
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 Ensuring the historic environment is accessible to everybody and is 
seen as a something with which the whole of society can identify and 
engage with.  

 The historic environment is protected and sustained for the benefit of 
our own and future generations. 

 The historic environment is an economic asset that is well harnessed. 

Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 

The Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 is an Act 

of Parliament of that altered the laws on granting of planning permission for 

building works, notably including those of the listed building system in 

England and Wales. 

There are no specific targets or indicators of relevance. The plan must ensure that 
the requirements of the 
Act are complied with and 
that Listed buildings and 
Conservation Areas are 
protected. 

The SA Framework 
should include objectives 
relating to the protection 
and enhancement of 
heritage assets. 

The Air Quality Strategy for England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland (2007) 

The Strategy sets out air quality objectives and policy options to further 
improve air quality in the UK to deliver environmental, health and social 
benefits. 

It examines the costs and benefits of air quality improvement proposals, 
the impact of exceedences of the strategy’s air quality objectives, the effect 
on ecosystems and the qualitative impacts. 

The Strategy sets objectives and targets for each air 
quality pollutant, e.g. to achieve and maintain 40μg/m

-3
 

of annual average nitrogen dioxide. 

The plan should consider 
the maintenance of good 
air quality and the 
measures that can be 
taken to improve it.  For 
example, promotion of 
Green Travel Plans. 

The SA Framework 
should include objectives 
that address the 
protection of air quality. 

Water Resources Strategy for England and Wales (2009) 

This is a strategy produced by the Environment Agency (EA) and applies 
to both England and Wales.  It forms the EA’s strategy for water resource 
management for the next 25 years.   

The focus of the strategy is understanding the present state of water 
resources and planning for the management of water resources to prevent 
long-term environmental damage and degradation.  The strategy highlights 
where water abstractions are unsustainable and where further water is 
needed.  The issue of climate change and its impact upon our water 
resources is also considered.   

30 action points are identified to deliver the strategy, which include 
developing leakage control, encouraging good practice when using water 
and promoting the value of water. 

There are no specific targets or indicators of relevance. The plan needs to 
consider the protection 
and enhancement of water 
resources. 

The SA Framework 
should include objectives 
that promote the 
protection of the water 
environment.   

Future Water: The Government’s Water Strategy for England (2008) 
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Defra’s vision for the state of the water environment in 2030 is for: 

 an improved quality of the water environment and the ecology which it 
supports, and continued high levels of drinking water quality; 

 sustainably managed risks from flooding and coastal erosion, with 
greater understanding and more effective management of surface 
water; 

 sustainable use of water resources, and implemented fair, affordable 
and cost reflective water charges; 

 reduced greenhouse gas emissions; and 

 an embedded continuous adaptation to climate change and other 
pressures across the water industry and water users. 

The Strategy contains few quantitative targets.  It sets 
out broad ambitions for improvements in the areas of 
water demand, supply, quality, surface water drainage, 
flooding, greenhouse gas emissions, water charging and 
the regulatory framework. 

One headline target is to reduce per capita consumption 
of water to an average of 130 litres per person per day 
by 2030, or possibly even 120 litres per person per day 
depending on new technological developments and 
innovation. 

The plan should help to 
support the aims of this 
Strategy through requiring 
high levels of protection for 
the water environment. 

The SA Framework 
should contain objectives 
related to water 
resources, flooding and 
climate change. 

Flood and Water Management Act (2010) 

The Act will provide better, more comprehensive management of coastal 
erosion and flood risk for people, homes and businesses.  It also contains 
financial provisions related to the water industry. 

The Act will give the EA an overview of all flood and coastal erosion risk 
management and unitary and county councils the lead in managing the risk 
of local floods.  It will also enable better management of water resources 
and quality, and will help to manage and respond to severe weather events 
such as flood and drought. 

There are no specific targets or indicators of relevance. The plan should consider 
flood risk issues.  It should 
seek to avoid siting new 
development in floodplain 
and ensure the 
sustainable use of water 
resources. 

The SA Framework 
should include 
objectives, targets and 
indicators that address 
flooding risk and the 
need to manage run-off 
effectively. 

Making Space for Water:  Taking Forward a New Government Strategy for Flood and Coastal Erosion Risk Management  (2005) 

This strategy has a 20 year time horizon and seeks to implement a more 
holistic strategy to flood and coastal erosion risks.  

The aim is to manage risks by employing an integrated portfolio of 
approaches which reflect both national and local priorities to reduce the 
threat to people and their property and to deliver the greatest 
environmental, social and economic benefits 

A whole catchment and whole shoreline approach will be adopted and 
adaptation to climate change will be an inherent part of flood and coastal 
erosion decisions. 

There are no specific targets or indicators of relevance. The plan needs to ensure 
that development in 
floodplains is discouraged. 

The SA Framework 
should include 
objectives, targets and 
indicators that address 
flooding risk and the 
need to manage runoff 
effectively. 

Waste Strategy for England (2007) 

The aim has to be to reduce waste by making products with fewer natural 
resources.  The link between economic growth and waste growth must be 
broken.  Most products should be re-used or their materials recycled.  
Energy should be recovered where possible.  Land filling of residual waste, 

The strategy includes targets for reducing household 
waste production but these are not relevant to this PPP 
review.  

The strategy expects a reduction of commercial and 

The plan should seek to 
ensure sustainable waste 
management.  

The SA Framework 
should include 
objectives, indicators 
and targets that address 
sustainable waste 
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in small amounts, may be necessary.  

The strategy highlights that significant progress has been made since the 
2000 strategy.  However, performance still lags behind other European 
countries.  

The Government’s key objectives are: 

 To decouple waste growth from economic growth and put more 
emphasis upon waste prevention and re-use.  

 Meet and exceed the Landfill Directive diversion targets for 
biodegradable municipal waste in 2010, 2013 and 2020. 

 Increase diversion from landfill of non-municipal waste and secure 
better integration of treatment for municipal and non-municipal waste.  

 Secure the investment in infrastructure needed to divert waste from 
landfill and for the management of hazardous waste.  

 Get the most environmental benefit from investment through 
increased recycling of resources and recovery of energy from residual 
waste using a mix of technologies.  

industrial waste going to landfill by at least 20% by 2010 
compared to 2004.  

A number of indicators are used in the strategy to 
characterise current waste management in England. 

management issues. 

The Egan Review – Skills for Sustainable Communities (2004) 

“Sustainable communities meet the diverse needs of existing and future 
residents, their children and other users, contribute to a high quality of life 
and provide opportunity and choice.  They achieve this in ways that make 
effective use of natural resources, enhance the environment, promote 
social cohesion and inclusion and strengthen economic prosperity.” 

The key components of sustainable communities are: 

 Governance – effective and inclusive participation, representation and 
leadership. 

 Transport and connectivity – Good transport services and 
communications linking people to jobs, schools, health and other 
services.  

 Services – a full range of appropriate, accessible public, private 
community and voluntary services. 

 Environmental – providing places for people to live in an 
environmentally friendly way.  

 Economy – A flourishing and diverse local economy. 

 Housing and the Built Environment – a quality built and natural 
environment 

 Social and cultural – vibrant, harmonious and inclusive communities.  

A series of indicators are defined for each of the key 
components to monitor progress.  These include: 

 % of population who live in wards that rank within 
the most deprived 10% and 25% of wards in the 
country. 

 % of residents surveyed and satisfied with their 
neighbourhoods as a place to live.  

 % of respondents surveyed who feel they ‘belong’ to 
the neighbourhood (or community). 

 Domestic burglaries per 1000 households and % 
detected.  

 % of adults surveyed who feel they can influence 
decisions affecting their local area.  

 Household energy use (gas and electricity) per 
household.  

 % people satisfied with waste recycling facilities. 

 Average no. of days where air pollution is moderate 
or higher for NO2, SO2, O3, CO or PM10.  

 No. of unfit homes per 1,000 dwellings. 

The plan should include 
policies that support the 
principles of the Egan 
Review and seek to 
develop sustainable 
communities. 

There are a number of 
objectives and indicators 
in the document that 
should be integrated into 
the SA Framework. 
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 % of listed building of Grade I and II* at risk of 
decay. 

 % of residents surveyed finding it easy to access 
key local services.  

 % of people of working age in employment (with 
BME breakdown).  

 Average life expectancy. 

 No. of primary care professionals per 100,000 
population. 

Working for a Healthier Tomorrow – Dame Carol Black’s Review of the health of Britain’s working age population (2008) 

This Review sets out the first ever baseline for the health of Britain’s 
working age population, seeking to lay the foundations for urgent and 
comprehensive reform through a new vision for health and work in Britain.  
Three principles lie at the heart of this vision: 

 Prevention of illness and promotion of health and well-being 

 Early intervention for those who develop a health condition 

 An improvement in the health of those out of work so that everyone 
with the potential to work has the support they need to do so 

The Review recognises the human, social and economic costs of impaired 
health and well-being in relation to working life in Britain.  The aim of the 
Review is not to offer a utopian solution for improved health in working life, 
but more to identify the factors that stand in the way of good health and to 
elicit interventions (including services, changes in attitudes, behaviours 
and practices) that can help to overcome them.   

Monitoring the baseline presented in this Review will be critical, together 
with a research programme to inform future action with a comprehensive 
evidence base and increased cross-governmental effort to ensure 
progress. 

Although there are no relevant targets within the Review, 
it presents a number of indicators of working age health, 
which include: 

 Life expectancy 

 Mortality during working age 

 % of the working age population being in good, fairly 
good or poor health 

 Proportion of people out of work due to sickness or 
disability 

 Sickness absence per annum 

 Sickness notes issued per medical condition 

 % of working time lost due to sickness 

 Proportion of the working age population on 
incapacity benefits 

 Employment rate 

 Employment rate for disabled people 

 Income rates 

 Economic inactivity and reasons for inactivity, split 
into those inactive who would like to work and those 
seeking work 

 Proportion of deviation from perfect health by social 
class (Quality Adjusted Life Year (QALY) health 
measure) and work status 

 Proportion of adult population who smoke 

 Work related illness by industry 

The plan should consider 
issues relating to human 
health. 

The SA Framework 
should include objectives 
that seek to protect 
human health and 
reduce health 
inequalities. 
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 Proportion of working age population with mental 
health conditions 

 Incapacity benefits claimants by primary medical 
condition 

 Costs of working age ill health 

Health Effects of Climate Change in the UK 2008 – An update of the Department of Health Report 2001/2002 

The 2001/2 Report and its update seek to provide quantitative estimates of 
the possible impacts of climate change on health. It is recognised that 
there could be significant long-term health effects as a result of climate 
change. 

Since the original report, the assessment of future climate change has 
been updated.  A new generation of high-resolution climate models has 
allowed for improved estimates of future changes in the frequency, 
intensity and duration of extreme events in the UK. Some of the major 
areas of concern are: 

 Flooding 

 Vector-borne diseases 

 Food-borne diseases 

 The effects of climate change on drinking water supplies 

 The direct effects of high temperatures 

 The air pollution climate 

 Exposure to ultra-violet light 

A number of indicators are presented in this Report.  The 
key ones include: 

 Mean annual temperature 

 Number of days per year with daily mean exceeding 
20

o
C 

 Number of days per year with daily mean below 0
o
C 

 Annual total rainfall 

 Seasonal rainfall 

 Maximum daily wind speed 

 Annual highest maximum daily wind speed 

 Annual cases of malaria 

The plan should address 
the issues relating to 
climate change, and the 
need to encourage 
provision of high quality 
and flexible health 
services. 

The SA Framework 
should include objectives 
that address climate 
change issues including 
flooding and the need to 
reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions.  It should also 
include an objective 
related to human health. 

Tackling Health Inequalities – A Programme for Action 2003 (Including the 2007 Status Report on the Programme for Action)  

This Programme for Action was prepared by the Department of Health, 
setting out plans for the following three years to tackle health inequalities 
that are found across different geographical areas, between genders and 
different ethnic communities and also between different social and 
economic groups.  It established the foundations required to achieve the 
challenging national target to reduce the gap in infant mortality across 
social groups, and raise life expectancy in the most disadvantaged areas 
faster than elsewhere, by 2010. 

The programme was organised around four themes: 

 Supporting families, mothers and children – to ensure the best 
possible start in life and break the inter-generational cycle of health 

 Engaging communities and individuals – to ensure relevance, 
responsiveness and sustainability 

The Programme for Action presents a number of national 
headline indicators that can be attributed to health 
inequality, including the following: 

 Number of primary care professionals per 100,000 
population 

 Road accident casualties in disadvantaged 
communities 

 Proportion of children living in low-income households 

 Proportion of those aged 16 who get qualifications 
equivalent to 5 GCSEs at grades A* to C 

 Proportion of households living in non-decent housing 

 Prevalence of smoking among people in manual 

The plan should consider 
issues relating to human 
health. 

The SA Framework 
should include objectives 
that seek to protect 
human health and 
reduce health 
inequalities. 
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and SA 
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 Preventing illness and providing effective treatment and care – making 
certain that the NHS provides leadership and makes the contribution 
to reducing inequalities that is expected of it 

 Addressing the underlying determinants of health – dealing with the 
long-term underlying causes of health inequalities 

These themes are underpinned by discrete principles to guide how health 
inequalities are tackled in practice.   

The programme sets out an ambitious agenda including targets and 
milestones, in order to help to reduce inequalities by progressing against 
the 2010 national target and also tackling the underlying causes in the 
future. 

social groups, and among pregnant women 

 Age-standardised death rates per 100,000 population 
for the major killer diseases (cancer, circulatory 
diseases), ages under 75 (for the 20% of areas with 
the highest rates compared to the national average) 

Water for People and the Environment: A Strategy for England and Wales (2009) 

This strategy sets out how the Environment Agency believe water 
resources should be managed throughout England and Wales to 2050 and 
beyond to ensure that there will be enough water for people and the 
environment. 

This Strategy includes many targets from other plans and 
policies including: 

The Housing Green Paper, 13 published in July 2007, 
set new long term housing targets for England – to 
provide two million homes by 2016 and three million 
homes by 2020. 

 The food industry has committed to reduce water 
consumption by 20 per cent by 2020. 

 The Carbon Reduction Commitment aims to reduce 
carbon dioxide emissions by four million tonnes per 
year by 2020, helping achieve reduction targets 
outlined in the Climate Change Act. 

 The UK has a green energy target of 15 per cent by 
2020. 

 The Government in England has set a target for its 
own departments to achieve a 30 per cent reduction 
in their carbon emissions by 2020. The Environment 
Agency has set themselves a target to achieve this 
reduction by 2012. 

 The England and Wales annual target of saving 
water is 23 Ml/d. 

The plan should consider 
how the water 
environment can be 
protected and enhanced, 
and include policies that 
promote the sustainable 
use of water resources.  

The SA Framework 
should include objectives 
that consider effects 
upon water quality and 
resource. 

National Planning Policy Framework March 2012 

The National Planning Policy Framework sets out the Government’s 
economic, environmental and social planning policies for England. Taken 
together, these policies articulate the Government’s vision of sustainable 

There are no specific targets or indicators of relevance. The plan should adhere to 
the principles of the 
Planning Policy 

The SA Framework 
should include objectives 
relating to economic, 
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and SA 

Implications for Plan Implications for SA 

development, which should be interpreted and applied locally to meet local 
aspirations. 

The Government aims to achieve sustainable development through: 

 Building a strong, competitive economy 

 Ensuring the vitality of town centres 

 Supporting a prosperous rural economy 

 Promoting sustainable transport 

 Supporting high quality communications infrastructure 

 Delivering a wide choice of high quality homes 

 Requiring good design 

 Promoting healthy communities 

 Protecting green belt land 

 Meeting the challenge of climate change, flooding and coastal change 

 Conserving and enhancing the natural environment 

 Conserving and enhancing the historic environment 

 Facilitating the sustainable use of minerals 

Framework ensuring that 
all aspects of the core 
land-use planning 
principles underpin the 
Local Plan.  

environmental and social 
issues. 

Localism Act 2011 

The Localism Act contains a number of proposals to give local authorities 
new freedoms and flexibility shifting power from the central state. In 
summary the Act gives:  

 New freedoms and flexibilities for local government;  

- Gives local authorities everywhere the formal legal ability and 
greater confidence to get on with the job of responding to 
what local people want  

- Cuts red tape to enable councillors everywhere to play a full 
and active part in local life without fear of legal challenge  

- Encourages a new generation of powerful leaders with the 
potential to raise the profile of English cities, strengthen local 
democracy and boost economic growth  

- Enables ministers to transfer functions to public authorities in 
cities in order to harness their potential to drive growth and 
prosperity  

 New rights and powers for local communities  

- Makes it easier for local people to take over the amenities 
they love and keep them part of local life  

- Ensures that local social enterprises, volunteers and 

There are no specific targets or indicators of relevance. The plan should be 
mindful of the key 
principles of this Act.  

The SA Framework 
should be mindful of this 
Act as its principles will 
help to create vibrant, 
cohesive and 
empowered 
communities.   
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community groups with a bright idea for improving local 
services get a chance to change how things are done  

- Enables local residents to call local authorities to account for 
the careful management of taxpayers’ money  

 Reform to make the planning system clearer, more democratic and 
more effective  

- Places significantly more influence in the hands of local 
people over issues that make a big difference to their lives  

- Provides appropriate support and recognition to communities 
who welcome new development  

- Reduces red tape, making it easier for authorities to get on 
with the job of working with local people to draw up a vision 
for their area’s future  

- Reinforces the democratic nature of the planning system - 
passing power from bodies not directly answerable to the 
public, to democratically accountable ministers  

 Reform to ensure that decisions about housing are taken locally  

- Enables local authorities to make their own decisions to adapt 
housing provision to local needs, and make the system fairer 
and more effective  

- Gives local authorities more control over the funding of social 
housing, helping them to plan for the long term  

- Gives people who live in social housing new ways of holding 
their landlords to account, and make it easier for them to 
move  

PPS10: Planning for Sustainable Waste Management (Revised March 2011) 

Positive planning has an important role in delivering sustainable waste 
management through the development of appropriate strategies for growth, 
regeneration and the prudent use of resources, and by providing sufficient 
opportunities for new waste management facilities of the right type, in the 
right place and at the right time.   

The PPS and the accompanying guidance sets out Government advice to 
local authorities on the role they should play in supporting national waste 
planning and policy and ensuring that greater local responsibility is taken 
for minimising waste and promoting sustainable waste management.  The 
concerns of local groups should be considered when siting sensitive waste 
management facilities. 

There are no specific targets or indicators of relevance. The waste policy elements 
of the plan need to be 
developed in accordance 
with national policy. 

The SA Framework 
should include objectives 
that promote sustainable 
waste management. 

PPS5 Planning for the Historic Environment: Historic Environment Planning Practice Guide – March 2010 
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Implications for Plan Implications for SA 

This practice guidance supports the implementation of national policy, but 
does not constitute a statement of Government policy itself, nor does it 
seek to prescribe a single methodology or particular data sources. 

There are no specific targets or indicators of relevance. The plan should adhere to 
the principles set out 
within this guide where 
relevant ensuring that all 
aspects of the core land-
use planning principles 
underpin the Local Plan.  

The SA Framework 
should include objectives 
that seek to protect 
heritage assets. 

Planning Policy Guidance Flood Risk and Coastal Change (March 2014) 

The Technical Guidance document advises on how planning can take 
account of the risks associated with flooding and coastal change in plan-
making and the application process. 

There are no specific targets or indicators of relevance The plan should adhere to 
the principles set out 
within this guide where 
relevant taking into 
account flood risk when 
determining planning 
applications. 

The SA Framework 
should include objectives 
that seek to reduce flood 
risk. 

English Heritage’s Guidance on the Environmental Assessment, Sustainability Appraisal and the Historic Environment (2010) 

English Heritage is committed to the principles of sustainable development 
in the work they undertake to help people understand value, care for and 
enjoy England’s historic environment. This guidance focuses on SEA/SA 
for development plans, building on existing Government advice; however, it 
is equally applicable to the preparation of SEAs for other types of 
documents, such as Local Transport Plans and Water Resource 
Management Plans. 

This document provides a number of data sources that 
will be utilised to determine the current baseline within 
the LLDC area.  

The Plan should seek to 
protect heritage assets 
within the LLDC area. 

This guidance will be 
carefully reviewed as 
part of developing the 
SA and SA Framework 
for the Local Plan 

Environment Agency Groundwater Protection: Principles and Practice (2012) 

The vision for the environment and a sustainable future is a healthy, rich 
and diverse environment in England and Wales for present and future 
generations. Clean and sustainable groundwater resources will play a 

crucial role in achieving this vision. The EA aims to prevent damage to 

groundwater in the first place rather than having to restore it later. In the 
long term this is both more cost-effective and better for the environment. 

The strategy for the future seeks to create a better place for people and 
wildlife. In order to achieve this, the Environment Agency will: 

 Act to reduce climate change and its consequences 

 Protect and improve water, land and air 

 Work with people and communities to create better places 

 Work with businesses and organisations to use resources wisely be the 
best they can.  

There are no specific targets or indicators of relevance.  Where feasible the plan 
should seek to avoid 
development that may 
cause damage to 
groundwater resources. 

The SA Framework 
should include 
objectives, targets and 
indicators that address 
groundwater protection. 



 

40 

 

Summary of Regional and Sub-Regional Plans and Programmes 

Regional and Sub-Regional Plans 

Key Objectives Relevant to Plan and SA Key Targets and Indicators Relevant to Plan and 

SA 

Implications for 

Plan 

Implications for SA 

London Plan - Spatial Development Strategy For Greater London July 2011 and Revised Early Minor Alterations to the London Plan October 2013 

The London Plan brings together the geographic and locational (although not site 
specific) aspects of the Mayor’s other strategies – including those dealing with: 

 Transport 

 Economic Development 

 Housing 

 Culture 

 A range of social issues such as children and young people, health inequalities 
and food 

 A range of environmental issues such as climate change (adaptation and 
mitigation), air quality, noise and waste. 

In working with strategic partners, setting priorities for the Greater London Authority 
group and in exercising his planning functions, the Mayor will seek to implement the 
following objectives: 

 A city that meets the challenges of economic and population growth. 

 An internationally competitive and successful city. 

 A city of diverse, strong, secure and accessible neighbourhoods. 

 A city that delights the senses. 

 A city that becomes a world leader in improving the environment. 

A city where it is easy, safe and convenient for everyone to access jobs, 
opportunities and facilities. 

There is a minimum need for 33,400 new homes (provisional 
target) by 2026. Target will be reviewed by 2015/16 and 
periodically thereafter and provide the basis for monitoring 
until then. 

Borough Minimum 10 

year target 

Annual 

Monitoring 

Target 

Hackney 11,600 1,160 

Tower Hamlets 28,850 2,885 

Newham 25,000 2,500 

Waltham Forest 7,600 760 

Based on the funding that was available and the record of 
delivery of affordable homes over recent years, the housing 
need requirement and taking into account the housing 
supply target, an average of 13,200 additional affordable 
homes per annum has been set as the strategic target for 
the term of the Plan. 

The Mayor proposes that as a long term strategic target 60 
per cent of new affordable housing should be for social 
renting, especially for families, and that 40 per cent should 
be for the range of intermediate housing products outlined in 
the London Housing Strategy to meet different needs, 
including those arising from groups which hitherto have not 
been able to afford market housing but have been excluded 
from intermediate housing. 

The Plan sets a target of 40,000 net additional hotel rooms 
by 2036. 

On a business as usual basis it is expected that annual 
carbon dioxide emissions will actually fall to 40.34 million 
tonnes by 2025 (a 10 per cent decrease on 1990 levels.  

The Government has adopted a UK wide target for 15 per 

The plans 
objectives and 
guidance need to 
be compatible with 
the objectives of 
the London Plan.  

Objectives of the 
London Plan will inform 
the creation of the SA 
Framework. 
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Key Objectives Relevant to Plan and SA Key Targets and Indicators Relevant to Plan and 

SA 

Implications for 

Plan 

Implications for SA 

cent of total energy to be generated by renewable sources 
by 2020. 

London Plan Draft Further Alterations (January 2014) 

Policy 2.4 The 2012 Games and their legacy sets out the strategic vision for the 
Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park, as well as the delivery of new homes, business 
space, physical and social infrastructure within the Legacy Corporation area. 

There are no specific targets or indicators of relevance. The plans 
objectives and 
guidance need to 
be compatible with 
the objectives of 
the London Plan. 

Objectives of the 
London Plan will inform 
the creation of the SA 
Framework. 
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Key Objectives Relevant to Plan and SA Key Targets and Indicators Relevant to Plan and 

SA 

Implications for 

Plan 

Implications for SA 

Draft London Housing Strategy (April 2014) 

The London Housing Strategy is the first ever statutory housing strategy. The main 
policies include:  

 Raising aspirations, promoting opportunity  

 Improving homes, transforming neighbourhoods  

Maximising delivery, optimising value for money 

 It sets out a long-term ambition to increase supply to at 
least 42,000 new homes per annum, around double what 
has been achieved over the last 20 years. Of these, at 
least 17,000 should be affordable with 5,000 for purpose-
built long-term market rent. In the 2015-18 investment 
round the Mayor will use the funding available to increase 
the delivery of affordable homes to 15,000 per annum. 
This will deliver 100,000 affordable homes over the 
Mayor’s two terms and start building the future pipeline 
beyond 2016 when even higher levels will be needed to 
meet the longer-term aims of the strategy.  

 London‘s carbon emissions should reduce by 60% by 
2025.  

From 2011, new publicly funding housing developments will 
meet a minimum of Code for Sustainable Homes Level 4. 

The Local Plan 
must ensure that 
land use and 
transport links are 
available to ensure 
that Strategy‘s 
targets can be met.  

The SA Framework 
must consider the 
provision of and 
access to housing for 
all community groups.  

 

Housing in London The evidence base for the London Housing Strategy December 2012 

Housing in London is the evidence base for the Mayor’s London Housing Strategy. 
The Mayor formally adopted his London Housing Strategy in February 2010 and in 
December 2011 he consulted on proposals for a new Strategy. 

This document contains useful baseline information 
including information regarding demographic pressures, 
housing affordability, the wider housing market, mobility, 
housing need, housing supply, empty homes, the private 
rented sector, decent homes, accessible housing, energy 
efficiency and fuel poverty. All of which would benefit the 
baseline for the LLDC Local Plan.  

The Local Plan 
should consider the 
baseline within this 
report.  

The SA Framework 
should consider the 
baseline within this 
report and SA 
Objectives should be 
developed that are 
mindful of the report.  

Mayor’s Air Quality Strategy – Clearing the Air (December 2010)     

Local Authorities have a duty, under the 1995 Environment Act, to periodically 
monitor and review their areas against the national air quality objectives.  

The overarching aim of this Strategy is to reduce air pollution in London so that the 
health of Londoners is improved. The most effective means to do this is to achieve 
the European Union air quality limit values as soon as possible. 

The strategy also contains a vision which states:  

‘To protect the health of Londoners and enhance their quality of life by significantly 
improving the quality of the air we breathe in London. This will: 

 Make London a more pleasant place to live and work in 

 Reduce the burden on health services in the capital 

 Enhance London’s reputation as a green city – making it more attractive to 

The Mayors Air Quality strategy contains no binding targets 
but re-iterates national Air Quality Targets.  

 

All four boroughs 
the LLDC area is 
located within are 
AQMAs, therefore 
the local plan 
should seek to 
reduce the need for 
travel and promote 
sustainable travel 
either through 
public transport or 
greater 
interlinkages with 

The SA Framework 
should include 
objectives relating to 
Air Quality  
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SA 
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Plan 

Implications for SA 

 tourists and businesses 

 Make London cleaner whilst safeguarding its biodiversity.’ 

footpaths and cycle 
ways.  

 

The Mayors Transport Strategy (2010)     

The MTS is the principal policy tool through which the Mayor exercises his 
responsibilities for the planning, management and development of transport in 
London, for both the movement of people and goods. The Vision states: 

Over the years to 2031 and beyond, London should: 

‘Excel among global cities – expanding opportunities for all its people and 
enterprises, achieving the highest environmental standards and quality of life and 
leading the world in its approach to tackling the urban challenges of the 21st 
century, particularly that of climate change.’ 

‘Achieving this vision will mean making sure London makes the most of the benefits 
of the energy, dynamism and diversity that characterise the city and its people; 
embraces change while promoting its heritage, neighbourhoods and identity; and 
values responsibility, compassion and citizenship.’ 

The six goals of the Mayors Transport Strategy are:  

 To support economic development and population growth 

 Enhance the quality of life for all Londoners 

 Improve the safety and security of all Londoners 

 Improve transport opportunities for all Londoners 

 Reduce transport’s contribution to climate change, and improve its resilience 

 Support delivery of the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games and its 
legacy 

The Mayor has a target to reduce London’s CO2 emissions 
by 60 per cent by 2025, compared to 1990 levels. 

The Mayor has a legal obligation to meet national and 
European targets for reducing concentrations of particulates 
(PM) and oxides of nitrogen (NOx). 

Section 5.11 and Proposal 47 directly relate to the 2012 
Games Legacy. 

The Local Plan 
should recognise 
that an integrated 
transport network is 
necessary to 
promote 
sustainable 
development. 

The SA Framework 
should support 
sustainable transport 
alternatives and the 
modal shift away from 
the private car. 

Connecting with London’s Biodiversity - The Mayor’s Biodiversity Strategy (2002)  

Presents 14 detailed policies for London‘s biodiversity together with 72 proposals 
for their implementation. Mayor gives particular priority to four areas:  

 Protection of biodiversity  

 Positive measures to encourage biodiversity action, promoting the management, 
enhancement and creation of valuable green space  

 Incorporating biodiversity into new development  

 Access to nature and environmental education.  

The success of the Mayor‘s Strategy is measured against 
two main targets: firstly, that there is no overall loss of 
wildlife habitats in London; and secondly, that more open 
spaces are created and made accessible, so that all 
Londoners are within walking distance of a quality natural 
space.  

Local Plan should 
ensure that there is 
no overall loss in 
bio diverse land, 
any loss must be 
compensated for by 
land which is of 
equal or higher 
biological diversity.  

The SA Framework 
needs to include 
objectives, indicators 
and targets that 
address the need to 
maintain biodiversity 
and enhance 
accessibility to such 
areas in a sustainable 
manner. 
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Plan 
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London Biodiversity Action Plan (various)    

The London Biodiversity Partnership delivers the London Biodiversity Action Plan 
for important habitats and species within the Greater London area. 

Action Plans have been prepared for the following:  

1. acid grassland  

2. chalk grassland  

3. heathland  

4. parks & urban greenspaces  

5. private gardens  

6. reedbeds  

7. rivers & streams  

8. standing water  

9. tidal Thames  

10. wasteland    

11. woodland 

12. bats  

13. black poplar  

14. house sparrow  

15. mistletoe  

16. reptiles  

17. sand martin  

18. stag beetle  

19. water vole 

The London BAP contains targets to enhance and to 
increase the extent of priority habitats found in the capital by 
2015 and by 2020. These targets have been incorporated 
into the London Plan. 

The Local Plan 
should ensure that 
there is no overall 
loss in biodiversity 
resources, any loss 
must be 
compensated for by 
land which is of 
equal or higher 
biological diversity.  

The SA Framework 
needs to include 
objectives, indicators 
and targets that 
address the need to 
maintain biodiversity 
and enhance 
accessibility to such 
areas in a sustainable 
manner.  

The Mayor’s Economic Development Strategy (2010)     

The overall objectives of this Strategy are to:  

 Objective 1: to promote London as the world capital of business, the world’s top 
international visitor destination, and the world’s leading international centre of 
learning and creativity. 

 Objective 2: to ensure that London has the most competitive business 
environment in the world. 

 Objective 3: to make London one of the world’s leading low carbon capitals by 
2025 and a global leader in carbon finance. 

 Objective 4: to give all Londoners the opportunity to take part in London’s 

The strategy contains no specific economic targets or 
indicators but refers to targets in the London Plan and other 
supporting documents.  

The Local Plan 
should be aware of 
the economic vision 
for London.  

SA Framework targets 
and indicators should 
be compatible with 
London‘s Economic 
Development Strategy.  

 

http://www.lbp.org.uk/londonhabspp.html
http://www.lbp.org.uk/londonhabspp.html
http://www.lbp.org.uk/londonhabspp.html
http://www.lbp.org.uk/londonpriority.html
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Plan 
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economic success, access sustainable employment and progress in their 
careers. 

 Objective 5: to attract the investment in infrastructure and regeneration which 
London needs, to maximise the benefits. 

Sounder City The Mayor’s Ambient Noise Strategy (2004)    

Three priorities for London: 

 Securing good, noise reducing surfaces on Transport for London‘s roads. 

 Securing a night aircraft ban across London. 

 Reducing noise through better planning and design of new housing. 

There are no specific targets or indicators of relevance.  Noise pollution 
from new 
development 
should be 
considered within 
the Local Plan.  

The SA Framework 
should consider 
ambient noise and 
include noise within the 
monitoring framework, 
if necessary. 

Securing London’s Water Future – The Mayors Water Strategy (2011)     

Securing London’s Water Future: the Mayor’s Water Strategy is the first water 
strategy for London and provides a complete picture of London's water needs. The 
strategy calls for organisations involved in the city's water management to: 

 Invest in a water management and sewerage infrastructure system that’s fit for a 
world class city and will create jobs 

 Support and encourage Londoners to take practical actions to save water, save 
energy and save money off their utility bills 

 Realise the potential of London’s sewerage as an energy resource to help 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions 

 Work in partnership with the Mayor, boroughs and communities to seek and 
develop opportunities to manage flood risk through enhancing London’s green 
spaces. 

The Climate Change Mitigation and Energy Strategy - sets a 
target of reducing London’s CO2 emissions by 60% by 2025. 

The current London Plan sets a target of building a minimum 
of 32,210 net additional new homes per year. 

Ofwat has introduced a mandatory water efficiency target 
from 2010 to 2015. The Base Service Water Efficiency 

(BSWE) target requires water companies to work with 
customers to save one litre of water per household per day 
per year. 

National planning policy states that all new social housing 
must be built to Code for Sustainable Homes Level 3 target 
of 105 litres per person per day (l/p/d) and from April 2011, 
all new private housing must be built to 125 l/p/d.  

The London Plan (Policy 5.15) states that all new homes in 
London should meet the 105 l/p/d standard, whilst the 
Mayor’s Supplementary Planning Guidance on Sustainable 
Design and Construction encourages developers to aim for 
80 l/p/d. 

 

 

The Local Plan 
must pursue more 
sustainable use of 
water resources 
into new 
development. 

The SA Framework 
should include 
objectives relating to 
sustainable water use 
in addition to 
incorporating SuDS 
and Integrated Urban 
Drainage.  

Sustainable Design and Construction: The London Plan Supplementary Planning Guidance (2006)  

Joint Waste Development Plan for the East London Waste Authority Boroughs (2012) 
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Plan 
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The plans vision is: 

‘To provide effective and efficient waste management service that is 
environmentally acceptable and delivers services that local people value’ 

Its objectives include to: 

 Provide reliable and achievable services in terms of management and disposal 
of the waste. 

 Provide services that are environmentally and economically sustainable in terms 
of: 

- Encouraging waste minimization initiatives 

- Seeking to maximize waste recycling and composting opportunities 
potentially supported by energy recovery 

- Meeting national recycling and recovery targets whilst recognizing 
regional waste strategies 

- Complying with legislation on waste management 

- Contributing to local economic development 

 Help promote the most cost effective delivery of services 

 Ensure that the services shall be sufficiently diverse and flexible and not 
dependent upon a single method of waste treatment 

Joint targets include: 

 Stabilise or reduce the level of waste generated to below 
515kg per year per head of population.  

 Achieve and where possible exceed, statutory recycling 
and composting standards. 

 Recycle or compost 25% of our waste from April 2005, 
30% from April 2010 and 33% from April 2015.  

 Divert from landfill 40% of waste from April 2007, 45% 
from April 2010 and 67% from April 2015. 

 Reduce biodegradable municipal waste sent to landfill to 
below 210,000 tonnes per year from April 2009, 140,000 
tonnes per year from April 12 and 100,000 tonnes per 
year from April 2019. 

 Find the best methods to serve all households with a 
recycling collection of at least four materials by 2008.  

The Local Plan 
should account for 
the aims of the 
plan.  

Achieving the 
increased recycling 
and composting 
targets by 2015 will 
require a significant 
enhancement to 
recycling services  

The SA Framework 
should seek to include 
a waste minimisation 
objective.  

North London Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (2008)     

The aims of the Assessment were:  

 Identify areas within North London that are at risk of flooding for all Flood Zones 
identified in PPS 25;  

 Identify the risk of flooding due to surface water;  

 Identify the likely effects of climate change on flood risk;  

 Identify catchment areas and the potential for development to affect flood risk in 
areas beyond the individual borough boundaries;  

 Provide the basis for allocating sites in the LDF including applying the sequential 
test approach to site allocation within the indicative flood plain.  

 Provide a rationale for assessing the merits of potential development allocations 
based on a sequential flood risk assessment, taking into account flood risk 
vulnerability of proposed uses;  

 Recommend policy options for dealing with the range of flood risks and provide 
guidance for developers;  

 Recommend appropriate monitoring and review methods.  

There are no specific targets or indicators of relevance.  The Local Plan 
should take 
account of flood 
risk in developing 
proposals.  

Flood risk from 
proposals should be 
assessed in the SA 
along with including SA 
objectives in the SA 
Framework to reduce 
flood risk. .  

Olympic Legacy Supplementary Planning Guidance (2012)    
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Key Objectives Relevant to Plan and SA Key Targets and Indicators Relevant to Plan and 

SA 

Implications for 

Plan 

Implications for SA 

Vision:  

In 2030... 

… the investment and change triggered by London’s hosting of the 2012 Olympic 

and Paralympic Games has not only helped create a successful, new part of the city 

but also helped renew all the communities that surround it. It is no longer a place at 

the periphery of London that suffers from its industrial past, cut off from surrounding 

communities and a tear in the city’s urban fabric. 

Stratford is bustling with shoppers and office workers, busy with visitors from across 

London and the world. It is a destination and one of the best connected places in 

London – internationally, to the rest of the city, and most importantly to the 

revitalised neighbourhoods around it.  

Each of which has its own character. Hackney Wick and Fish Island are a lively mix 

of homes and new enterprises, in canalside apartments and revived Victorian yards. 

Pudding Mill Lane is a new mixed use community and Bromley by Bow and Sugar 

House Lane combine to make a family-oriented neighbourhood straddling the River 

Lee. On the north side of the park, Leyton and Leytonstone have new shops, new 

homes, and new links to Stratford. 

Twenty years after the Games, it’s now one of the best places in London to live and 

work – the best legacy there could be from the 2012… 

In addition, the published PG proposes one core development principle and five 

overarching development principles. These are: 

 Convergence 

 A. Homes and communities 

 B. Business and employment 

 C. Connectivity and transport 

 D. Urban form 

 E. Open space and sustainable development 

The Mayor of London and the mayors and leaders of the host boroughs and identify 
seven core outcomes to test the success of the LLDC area, these are:  

 Creating a coherent and high quality city within a world city region 

 Improving educational attainment, skills and raising aspirations 

 Reducing worklessness, benefit dependency and child poverty 

The Olympic Legacy SPG identifies the potential for around 
32,000 new homes through town centre renewal, mixed use 
development and the release of surplus industrial land 
particularly within and around the Olympic Park. 

Newham for example has established a family housing 
target of 39% for new homes in the borough. Greater 
London Authority modelling suggests that at least 30% of all 
new homes in the Olympic Legacy SPG area could provide 
three or more bedrooms. 

The London Plan confirms that the Mayor expects all new 
homes to meet Level 4 of the Code for Sustainable Homes 
and a zero carbon target for non-domestic buildings by 
2019. 

In addition, there are many other targets included from the 
London Plan. 

The Strategic Regeneration Framework (SRF) set the 
following specific targets for 2015: 

 120,000 more residents are in jobs. 

 99,000 fewer residents have no qualifications at all. 

 185,000 more residents have degree-level qualifications. 

 Approximately 21,000 fewer children living in poverty. 

 1,800 more children achieve 5 A*-C GCSEs, including 
Maths and English. 

 An additional £155 million pounds is invested in the local 
public realm. 

 More affordable family homes are available. 

 Fewer people with a chronic health condition. 

 25,000 more adults will do weekly physical activity. 

 44,000 fewer people are affected by reported burglaries. 

 The planning foundations are laid for public and private 
investment that will lead to the creation of over 200,000 
new jobs. 

 

The Local Plan 
should be prepared 
in accordance with 
the SPG.   

The SA Framework 
should draw from the 
SA Framework 
developed for this 
guidance, whilst 
tailoring it to the 
specific issues of the 
LLDC area.  
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Key Objectives Relevant to Plan and SA Key Targets and Indicators Relevant to Plan and 

SA 

Implications for 

Plan 

Implications for SA 

 Homes for all 

 Enhancing health and wellbeing 

 Reducing serious crime rates and anti-social behaviour 

 Maximising sports legacy and increasing participation. 

London’s Natural Signature and Lea River Valley Natural Landscape Area (January 2011) 

Since a lack of widespread awareness of the underlying nature of London has been 

a major cause of the gradual erosion of London’s natural character – through for 

example the culverting and canalising of rivers and the felling of native woodlands – 

as well as of the neglect of those remnants of natural landscapes which appear to 

have no obvious amenity value, there is a clear demand for a succinct and 

evocative way of distilling and expressing this essence. The Natural Signatures are 

a means of encapsulating and evoking the key natural characteristics of the Natural 

Landscape Areas. 

There are no specific targets or indicators of relevance.  The plan should 
ensure the natural 
character of the 
area is preserved 
and enhanced.  

The SA Framework 
should include 
objectives relating to 
preserving the quality 
of the natural 
environment and 
Natural Landscape 
Areas.  

London Plan - All London Green Grid Supplementary Planning Document and Area Framework for Lee Valley and Finchley Ridge 

The concept of a ‘green grid’ i.e. an integrated network of green and open spaces 

together with the Blue Ribbon Network of rivers and waterways is at the centre of 

the London Plan’s approach to the provision, enhancement and management of 

green infrastructure. This network of spaces functions best when designed and 

managed as an interdependent ‘grid’. The ALGG SPG aims to promote the concept 

of green infrastructure, and increase its delivery by boroughs, developers, and 

communities, by describing and advocating an approach to the design and 

management of green and open spaces to deliver hitherto unrealised benefits. 

These benefits include sustainable travel, flood management, healthy living, and 

creating distinctive destinations; and the economic and social uplift these support. 

There are no specific targets or indicators of relevance.  It is essential that 
the plan considers 
the incorporation of 
green infrastructure 
into the plan along 
with its sustainable 
travel, flood 
management, 
healthy living, 
townscape, wildlife, 
economic and 
social benefits.  

The SA Framework 
should include 
objectives relating to 
the enhancement of 
green infrastructure 
within the LLCD area.  

River Basin Management Plan, Thames River Basin District (2009) 

The plan focuses on the protection, improvement and sustainable use of the water 

environment. River basin management is the approach the Environment Agency is 

using to ensure combined efforts from organisations and individuals in order to 

achieve the improvement needed in the Thames River Basin District. The plan 

addresses the main issues for the water environment and the actions needed to 

deal with them.  

 By 2015, 22% of surface waters (rivers, lakes 
estuaries and coastal waters) are going to improve 
for at least one biological, chemical or physical 
element. 

 25% of surface waters will be at good or better 
ecological status 

 17% of groundwater bodies will be at good overall 

The plan should 
consider how the 
water environment 
can be protected 
and enhanced. 

The SA Framework 
should include 
objectives that 
consider effects upon 
water quality and water 
resources. 
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Key Objectives Relevant to Plan and SA Key Targets and Indicators Relevant to Plan and 

SA 

Implications for 

Plan 

Implications for SA 

Measures to achieve good status for water bodies and to prevent deterioration may 

be carried out by a range of ‘co-deliverers’ including local planning authorities and 

developers. 

NB 2015 represents the start of the second phase of the River Basin Management 

Plan. 2027 is the final deadline for reaching good status under WFD.  

status by 2015.  

 At least 30% of assessed surface waters will be at 
good or better biological quality by 2015. 

Thames Estuary 2100 Plan: Managing Flood Risk Through London and the Thames Estuary (TE2100) (2012) 

The TE2100 strategic aim is to develop a flood management plan for 

London and the Thames Estuary that is risk based, takes into account existing and 

future assets, is sustainable and includes the needs of stakeholders. The Plan must 

also address the issues in the context of a changing climate and varying socio-

economic conditions that may develop over the next 100 years. The TE2100 Vision 

commits to: 

 To manage the risk of flooding to people, and minimise the adverse impacts of 
flooding to property and the environment 

 To adapt to the challenges that we will face from climate change 

 To support and inform the land use planning process to ensure appropriate, 
sustainable and resilient development in the tidal Thames floodplain 

 To protect the social, cultural and commercial value of the tidal River Thames, its 
tidal tributaries and its floodplain  

 To enhance and restore estuarine ecosystems to contribute to biodiversity 
targets and maximise the environmental benefits of natural floods 

There are no specific targets or indicators of relevance.  The plan should 
consider how 
sustainable flood 
risk management 
can be 
incorporated into 
new development. 

The SA Framework 
should include 
objectives that promote 
reduction and 
management of flood 
risk. 

Thames Catchment Flood Management Plan (2009) 

Catchment Flood Management Plans helps to understand the scale and extent of 

flooding now and in the future, and set policies for managing flood risk within the 

catchment. Catchment Flood Management Plans should be used to inform planning 

and decision making by key stakeholders. 

Catchment Flood Management Plans aim to promote more sustainable approaches 

to managing flood risk. The policies identified in the Catchment Flood Management 

Plan will be delivered through a combination of different approaches. Together with 

our partners, we will implement these approaches through a range of delivery plans, 

projects and actions. 

There are no specific targets or indicators of relevance.  The plan should 
consider how 
sustainable 
approaches to 
managing flood risk 
can be 
incorporated. 

The SA Framework 
should include 
objectives, targets and 
indicators that address 
flood risk. 
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SA 

Implications for 

Plan 

Implications for SA 

Travel in London (Report 4 – Transport for London) (2011) 

London’s hosting of the 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games provided a major 

opportunity to enhance London’s physical transport infrastructure, to promote 

positive changes to the ways in which people travel, and to contribute to the lasting 

wider regeneration of East and Southeast London. All these aims are part of the 

wider Games Legacy, which has the objective to ‘support regeneration and the 

convergence of social and economic outcomes between the six Olympic boroughs 

and the rest of London’. The Mayor published the Olympic and Paralympic 

Transport Legacy Action Plan in 2011 to meet the commitment made in Proposal 47 

of the Mayor’s Transport Strategy, describing how Transport for London would build 

upon the 2012 Games to achieve specific transport outcomes and support the 

aspiration of convergence. As part of this Plan, Transport for London will be 

monitoring how these Transport Legacy aims are being achieved over the longer 

term, as distinct from the immediate operational aspects of the Games period itself, 

alongside similar monitoring of wider elements of the Games Legacy (e.g. the 

Sporting Legacy) undertaken by other agencies. 

This physical transport legacy represents a step-change to levels of accessibility to, 

from and within East and Southeast London. Over the longer term this will facilitate 

the wider economic and social development and convergence sought by the Legacy 

Action Plans. 

As well as the physical transport legacy, the Action Plans identify a behavioral 

transport legacy. This mainly reflects the fact that the Games will be an inspirational 

sporting showcase on the doorstep of East and Southeast London. This is expected 

to lead to substantial and beneficial change to the way people travel – reflected for 

example in increased mode shares for public transport, walking and cycling, and 

related improvements to aspects of the travel environment, such as local air quality 

and public health. 

This document includes the following example indicative 
monitoring baselines for the Games transport legacy: 

 Resident population, employment and deprivation. 

 Travel intensity, mode shares and household car 
ownership for residents. 

 Perceptions of quality of life in the Olympic boroughs. 

 Local air quality. 

 Public transport accessibility in the vicinity of the 
Olympic Park. 

The Local Plan 
should recognise 
that an integrated 
transport network 
aligned with this 
Transport for 
London document 
is necessary to 
promote 
sustainable 
development. 

The SA Framework 
should support 
sustainable transport 
alternatives and the 
modal shift away from 
the private car. 

Travel in London (Report 5 – Transport for London) (2012) 

This document contains an extended ‘spotlight’ chapter which presents a 

comprehensive analytical overview of the transport demand and operational 

performance outcomes for the 2012 London Olympic and Paralympic Games. It is 

The chapter in this document contains a wealth of baseline 
data which should be incorporated into / considered within 
the SA.  

The Local Plan 
should ensure it is 
aligned with this 
Transport for 

The SA Framework 
should support 
sustainable transport 
initiatives and a modal 
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Key Objectives Relevant to Plan and SA Key Targets and Indicators Relevant to Plan and 

SA 

Implications for 

Plan 

Implications for SA 

strategic in focus, seeking firstly to understand area-wide trends and performance 

statistics in the context of each of the over-arching events during summer 2012 and 

at the Greater London level, giving consideration to more specific spatial and 

temporal aspects as appropriate. 

London document 
when promoting 
sustainable 
development and 
ensuring 
sustainable travel. 

shift away from the 
private car. 

A Research Framework for London Archaeology (2002) 

English Heritage’s understanding of London’s archaeological resource has been 
summarised in `The Archaeology of Greater London – An assessment of 
archaeological evidence for human presence in the area now covered by Greater 
London’. (Museum of London 2000), with gazetteers by period and distribution 
maps. 

Where relevant information will be used in this document to 
supplement the SA, however, it should be noted that this 
document is over 10 years old therefore many elements are 
out of date.  

The Plan should 
seek to protect 
heritage assets 
within the LLDC 
area. 

The SA Framework 
should include 
objectives that seek to 
protect heritage 
assets. 
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Summary of Local Plans and Programmes – London Borough of Hackney  

Local Plans 

Key Objectives Relevant to Plan and SA Key Targets and Indicators Relevant to Plan 
and SA 

Implications for Plan Implications for SA 

Hackney Core Strategy: Hackney’s Strategic Planning Policies for 2010-2025 (adopted 2010) 

The strategic policies contained within the Core Strategy reflect the 
Council’s long-term vision and objectives for Hackney. They also respect 
the content of other significant documents, including national planning 
policy. The Core Strategy was adopted in November 2010 and replaces 
the policies and proposals in the Hackney Unitary Development Plan 1995. 

The Core Strategy contains: the Council’s overall vision for the Borough 
and the six core strategy themes and 18 Strategic Objectives to enable 
that vision to be realised; and spatial core policy, development control 
policy which applies to the whole of the borough. Tackle inequality 
amongst Hackney residents and contribute to enhancing community 
cohesion across Hackney’s neighbourhoods through raising the quality of 
development and by building on Hackney’s distinctive strengths. 

There are a number of targets within the Core Strategy, 
including the following (not inclusive): 

 Requiring all major developments to achieve a target 
of at least 15%of their energy requirements to be 
provided through decentralised renewable or low 
carbon energy sources where feasible and viable; 

 The Climate Change Act 2008 calls for at least 26% 
reductions from 1990 levels to be achieved by 2020. 
80% of any affordable target should be social rented 
housing. 

The plans objectives and 
guidance need to be 
compatible with the vision, 
objectives and policies 
within the Core Strategy. 

The SA Framework 
should be compatible 
with the DPD. SA 
Objectives should be 
consistent with the 
overarching DPD vision, 
objectives and policies. 

Hackney Wick Area Action Plan 2012 

The AAP is structured on five key objectives. These objectives are 
underpinned by a series of supporting development policies which together 
set a high level framework to guide development and investment in 
Hackney Wick.  

Objective 1 - A highly accessible place 

Objective 2 - A high quality public realm and open space network 
Objective 3 - A distinct new place 
Objective 4 - A balanced mix of uses 

Objective 5 - A sustainable Hackney Wick 

There are no specific targets or indicators within the plan. The plan should take on 
board the key objectives of 
the AAP which would 
contribute to regeneration 
of the area. 

The SA Framework 
should include objectives 
that complement and 
support this plan. 
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Key Objectives Relevant to Plan and SA Key Targets and Indicators Relevant to Plan 
and SA 

Implications for Plan Implications for SA 

Hackney Sustainable Community Strategy 2008-2018 

The Sustainable Community Strategy sets out a vision to create a vibrant 
borough that values the diversity of its neighbourhoods, and makes the 
most of their links across the globe to enrich the economic and social life of 
everyone who lives in the borough. 

Greater opportunity and prosperity for everyone, whatever their 
background, and narrowing economic, environmental and health inequality. 

The challenges and opportunities the borough and its people face were 
used to create six priorities for the next ten years. These are to:  

 Reduce poverty by supporting residents into sustainable employment, 
and promoting employment opportunities. 

 Help residents to become better qualified and raise educational 
aspirations. 

 Promote health and wellbeing for all, and support independent living. 

 Make the borough safer, and help people to feel safe in Hackney. 

 Promote mixed communities in well-designed neighbourhoods, where 
people can access high quality, affordable housing. 

 Be a sustainable community, where all citizens take pride in and take 
care of Hackney and its environment, for future generations. 

There are no specific targets or indicators of relevance.  The Local Plan should 
contribute to the delivery 
of the Sustainable 
Community Strategy, 
setting out spatial aspects 
where appropriate.  

The Sustainable 
Community Strategy 
outlines a number of 
sustainability issues and 
opportunities that have 
been acknowledged in 
the SA.  

London Borough of Hackney Housing Needs Assessment 2009 

The Housing Needs Assessment provides policy relevant outputs which 
can sensibly be translated into a range of strategies and will be an 
important input to both regional strategies and the Local Development 
Framework (LDF) process. There is a focus on the need for affordable 
housing and the supply and demand for housing across all tenure groups. 

The report provides an evidence base to: - 

 Ascertain the nature and level of current housing demand and need 
in Hackney. 

 Obtain an understanding of the likely characteristics of future 
housing markets. 

 Estimate the future number of households requiring market and 
affordable housing. 

 Inform policies aimed at providing the right mix of housing in the 
future – both market and affordable, including the size of affordable 
housing required. 

 Understand the housing requirements of particular groups and 
assess the households who or are likely to move home in the 

Targets include: 

 National annual target is for at least 60 per cent of 
new housing to be provided on previously 
developed land. 

Consideration should be 
given to the targets and 
outlined in this 
Assessment when 
developing the plan. 

This document provides 
contextual data which 
should be considered in 
the SA baseline. 

The SA Framework 
should include objectives 
that consider decent, 
high quality affordable 
housing. 
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Key Objectives Relevant to Plan and SA Key Targets and Indicators Relevant to Plan 
and SA 

Implications for Plan Implications for SA 

future. 

 Inform the council’s Local Development Framework (now Local 
Plan) which will set out their spatial planning strategies; 

 Inform policy making and investment decisions locally and 
regionally. 

Hackney Safer Cleaner Community Safety Partnership Plan 2011 – 2014 

Tackling crime and disorder is a key priority for the Community Safety 
Partnership (CSP). 

The plan sets out how key priorities recommended in the annual Strategic 
Assessment will be addressed. The Community Safety Plan is a 3 year 
plan which is refreshed annually to take account of new and emerging 
issues. 

Community safety refers to managing the risks of crime as well as all 
actions that can cause harm to communities, including transport related 
incidents and other environmental and pollution factors that impact on 
public well-being, so delivery of the aims and objectives outlined will 
require collaborative working across the Partnership. 

The strategic assessment has identified the following thematic priorities 
2010/11 to 2013/14 (Olympic planning was included for 2012 only): 

 The Strategic Priorities Youth Crime, Gangs, Perception of Youth 
Disorder and Youth Engagement 

 Alcohol Related Crime & Disorder, Licensing and Safer Socialising 

 Domestic Violence, Rape and Sexual Assault 

 Nuisance Neighbours and Domestic Noise 

 Substance misuse, Treatment and Drug Dealing 

There are no specific targets or indicators of relevance.  The plan needs to take on 
board the key objectives of 
this plan which would 
contribute to the 
development of healthy 
and safe communities. 

The SA Framework 
should include objectives 
that complement this 
plan. 

The Health and Wellbeing Strategy for Hackney 2012 

The Health and Wellbeing Strategy membership represents the most 
influential health and wellbeing related organisations and agencies in the 
borough, including the community and voluntary sector The proposed 
strategic priorities are: 

 Improving the health of children and young people, in particular 
tackling childhood obesity and working with pregnant mothers and 
children aged under five years old.   

 Controlling the use of tobacco, with a renewed emphasis on 
stopping people from starting smoking as well as helping them to 
quit. 

There are no specific targets or indicators of relevance.  The plan should recognise 
the role that land use 
planning can play in 
enhancing quality of life 
and health.  The pursuit of 
active travel and health 
lifestyles should be 
encouraged.  

The SA Framework 
should include 
objectives, indicators 
and targets which 
address health issues 
and deprivation and seek 
to reduce health 
inequalities. 
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 Promoting mental health, focusing on relieving depression and 
anxiety for working age adults. 

 Caring for people with dementia, ensuring our services are meeting 
the needs of the older population. 

City and Hackney, Health and Wellbeing Profile 2011/12 

The City and Hackney Health and Wellbeing Profile 2011/12 is the Joint 
Strategic Needs Assessment of the London Borough of Hackney, the City 
of London Corporation, NHS East London and the City, City and Hackney 
Pathfinder Clinical Commissioning Group and partners in the voluntary and 
community sector, local economy and wider statutory sector. 

There are no specific targets or indicators of relevance.  The plan needs to 
recognise the role that 
land use planning can play 
in enhancing quality of life 
and health.  The pursuit of 
active travel and health 
lifestyles should be 
encouraged.  

The SA Framework 
should include 
objectives, indicators 
and targets which 
address health issues 
and deprivation and seek 
to reduce health 
inequalities. 

Hackney Homelessness Strategy 2007-2011  

The Homelessness Strategy is intended to be the key driver to continued 
improvement in providing services for homeless people delivered by both 
the Housing Need Division and a range of Partner Agencies. The aim is to 
find long term housing solutions for people threatened with homelessness; 
offering high quality and innovative services to homeless households; have 
a very clear focus on working with homeless households to explore the full 
range of housing options. 

The core aims of our strategy are to improve the way we deliver services to 
homeless people locally. We want to provide an excellent homelessness 
service that effectively tackles and prevents homelessness in Hackney. 

The core aims to achieving that excellence are to: 

 Prevent homelessness. 

 Provide good customer care service. 

 Ensure high quality services which represent good value for money. 

 Establish a framework for all organisations to work together 
Address inequalities. 

 Support homeless people to choose realistic and positive housing 
options to resolve their homelessness. 

 Integrate homeless people into main stream communities. 

There are no specific targets or indicators of relevance.  The plan should recognise 
the causes of 
homelessness and 
contribute to its prevention 
where possible.  

The SA Framework 
should include objectives 
that address housing 
issues including 
homelessness. 

Hackney Housing Strategy 2010-2015 

The Housing Strategy sets out the direction of housing for the next five 
years. It is a medium-term action plan for addressing all aspects of the 

In line with national policy, the borough is committed to 
reduce future CO2 emissions to 80% of 2005 levels by 

This document should be The SA Framework 
should include objectives 
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Key Objectives Relevant to Plan and SA Key Targets and Indicators Relevant to Plan 
and SA 

Implications for Plan Implications for SA 

Sustainable Community Strategy where housing or housing providers have 
a key role to play. It places emphasis on quality, new investment/delivery 
models, the best use of all resources, environmental sustainability, user 
satisfaction, improved scope for independent living, social and community 
cohesion and improved services to ensure sustained benefits for all 
residents. 

There are three core objectives: 

 Mixed and sustainable communities – quality and affordable homes 
for all income groups 

 Attractive Neighbourhoods – places where people want to live 

 Prosperous Communities - the chance for everyone to thrive and 
earn a good living 

2050 as housing stock is the largest single contributor to 
CO2 emissions in the UK. The borough is committed both 
to mitigating the magnitude of future climate change and 
enabling our residents to adapt to its future impact. 
The Council will ensure all new homes are built to the 
Lifetime Standard and 10% of new homes to wheelchair 
standard. 
All new affordable homes to meet or exceed the Code for 
Sustainable Homes minimum requirement. 
Required tenure mix for new affordable homes will be 
60% social rented and 40% intermediate. 

considered within the plan. that consider decent, 
high quality affordable 
housing. 

London Borough of Hackney Level 2 Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (2010) 

A Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (SFRA) is a technical document that 
provides an assessment and over-view of flood risk considerations by 
collating and appraising available information sources on flood risk. A 
SFRA is been prepared to inform the forward planning process, by helping 
to guide development proposals to the areas with the lowest flood risk in 
the context of wider sustainability considerations. Developers, land owners 
and their agents are advised to consider flood risk implications as 
described in the SFRA, particularly when preparing or contemplating 
development proposals. The Level 2 SFRA assessment builds on the 
findings of the North London Level 1 SFRA and its key objectives are: 

 To enable planning policies to be identified to minimise and manage 
flood risks for the whole of the borough. 

 To provide information needed to apply the Sequential Test within 
specific development proposals sites at medium or high flood risk in 
line with the principles of PPS25. 

 To allow the London Borough of Hackney to assess the flood risk 
for specific development proposal sites, to ensure that development 
in such areas satisfies the requirements of the Exception Test. 

 To consider the detailed nature of the flood hazard (flood depth, 
probability, velocity, rate of onset), taking into account the presence 
of flood risk management measures such as flood defences. 

There are no specific targets or indicators within the plan. The Local Plan should 
consider potential flood 
risk, and prevent 
development within the 
floodplain. It should be 
ensured that the Local 
Plan does not exacerbate 
current flood risk issues. 

The SA Framework 
should include objectives 
that promote the 
reduction and 
management of flood 
risk.  

Statement of Community Involvement Hackney (2006) 

This Statement sets out how the Council will involve all elements of the 
community in the planning process, both in the preparation of planning 

There are no specific targets or indicators in the 
statement. 

The Local Plan should be 
mindful of this statement 

Sufficient time should be 
provided for consultation 
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Implications for Plan Implications for SA 

policy and involvement in planning applications. as its development should 
be a transparent process. 

on the SA documents.   

Hackney’s Corporate Plan 2011/12 – 2013/14 

The corporate plan outlines it’s vision to achieve balanced, sustainable 
communities and neighbourhoods which celebrate their diversity and share 
in London’s growing prosperity and enable a good quality of life for all 
through the Mayor’s Priorities: 

Mayor’s Priority 1: Improving services and increasing opportunities for all, 
raising the life chances of the most disadvantaged 

Mayor’s Priority 2: Making sure the Council is high performing and efficient 

Mayor’s Priority 3: Providing effective community leadership and involving 
the whole borough in what we do 

Twelve key Corporate programmes were identified for the Council with a 
view to addressing them over the next four years:  

 Delivering sustainable Medium Term Financial Strategy (MTFS) & 
Service Reconfiguration 

 Reducing inequalities & promoting cohesion 

 Sustainability 

 Delivering sustainable Capital Programme & Asset Management 

 Regeneration 

 Olympic and Paralympic Games 

 Learning Trust Transition 

 Improving Health & Wellbeing Outcomes 

 Young Hackney 

 Delivering improved customer service, Organisational Development 
& cultural change 

 Bringing public & voluntary services closer together in Team 
Hackney 

 Increasing community engagement in delivery of the Sustainable 
Community Strategy 

There are no specific targets or indicators within the plan. The principles and themes 
of the Corporate Plan 
should be carried forward 
into the Local Plan. 

The SA Framework 
should include the 
objectives covering a 
wide range of social, 
economic and 
environmental issues. 
The assessment should 
consider opportunities 
for delivering 
enhancements as well 
as seeking to protect and 
maintain existing 
conditions. 

Hackney Biodiversity Action Plan 2012-2017 

The Hackney BAP has been informed by both the UK and London BAPs in 
addition to local data analysis and extensive consultation. It outlines the 
priorities for biodiversity in Hackney and sets out a programme of action to 
improve biodiversity across the borough. 

The London Plan habitat targets for 2020 state that 
185ha of open mosaic habitat on previously developed 

land should be maintained. 

Consideration should be 
given to the aims and 
targets in order to protect 
local biodiversity outlined 

Objectives that promote 
biodiversity in within the 
LLDC area should be 
incorporated into the SA 
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The plan draws together a series of actions that will ensure best practice, 
policy and legislation are followed for the benefit of Hackney’s residents as 
well as our wildlife. 

 

The BAP provides the framework for improving biodiversity in Hackney and 
will: 

 Help Hackney to achieve best practice 

 Fulfil statutory duties under the Natural Environment and Rural 
Communities Act 2006 

 Contribute to relevant planning policies, as supported by the 
Hackney Local Development Framework 

 Contribute to Hackney’s Sustainable Community Strategy 

 Contribute to the Hackney Parks Strategy 2008-2013 

Hackney’s Biodiversity Vision is: 

 To ensure that the conservation and enhancement of biodiversity is 
integral to actions of organisations and individuals across Hackney. 

 To promote the value and importance of biodiversity in Hackney, 
both for its innate value and for the range of services it provides us. 

To provide equitable access to biodiversity and the natural environment. 
 

Increase the extent and quality of green corridors and 
green links to contribute to green infrastructure and 
promote public access to the natural environment. This 
will include: 

 1000 street trees 

 500 metres of native hedge 

Increase the biodiversity value of social housing and 
private gardens and increase Hackney residents’ contact 
with the natural environment. This will include: 

 200m
2
 of ecological landscaping and habitat 

creation 

Increase the biodiversity value of woodland in Hackney 
and raise awareness of its importance. This will include: 

 2 ha of woodland creation 

in this plan when 
developing the plan. 

 

Framework. 

Hackney Local Implementation Plan 2 2011/12-2013/14 

Hackney's LIP2 demonstrates how we will contribute to achieving the 

London Mayor’s Transport Strategy (MTS) goals for transport in London up 

to 2031: supporting economic development and population growth, 

enhancing the quality of life for all Londoners, improving the safety and 

security of all Londoners, improving transport opportunities for all 

Londoners, reducing transport's contribution to climate change and 

improving its resilience together with supporting the delivery of the London 

2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games and its legacy.   

The eight local objectives developed for Hackney's LIP2 are: 

 Objective 1 - Improve transport sustainability and choice for all  

 Objective 2 - Manage the demand on the highway and public 
transport network  

 Objective 3 - Reduce the harmful environmental impact of transport 

There are no specific targets or indicators of relevance.  

 

Consideration should be 
given to the objectives 
outlined in this plan when 
developing the Local Plan. 

The SA Framework 
should include objectives 
that complement this 
plan and encourage 
sustainable transport. 
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such as noise, pollution and visual impacts, and climate change  

 Objective 4 - Reduce car dependency, and promote active travel as 
a means of improving health and well-being for all  

 Objective 5 - Improve safety and security for all travellers, 
especially for the most vulnerable road users  

 Objective 6 - Support physical and economic regeneration, and 
increase access to employment opportunities  

 Objective 7 - Integrate the street-scene and transport interchanges, 
while improving the resilience of the transport network to climate 
change  

 Objective 8 - Promoting a sustainable Olympic legacy.  

Hackney Surface Water Management Plan Final DRAFT 2013 

A Surface Water Management Plan (SWMP) outlines the preferred surface 

water management strategy in a given location. Surface water describes 

flooding from sewers, drains, groundwater, and runoff from land, small 

water courses and ditches that occurs as a result of heavy rainfall. The 

document also establishes a long-term action plan to manage surface 

water and will influence future capital investment, maintenance, public 

engagement and understanding, land use planning, emergency planning 

and future developments. 

The objectives of the SWMP are to: 

 Develop a robust understanding of surface water flood risk in and 
around the study area, taking into account the challenges of climate 
change, population and demographic change and increasing 
urbanisation in London 

 Identify, define and prioritise Critical Drainage Areas, including 
further definition of existing local flood risk zones and mapping new 
areas of potential flood risk 

 Make holistic and multifunctional recommendations for surface 
water management which improve emergency and land use 
planning, and enable better flood risk and drainage infrastructure 
investments 

 Establish and consolidate partnerships between key drainage 
stakeholders to facilitate a collaborative culture of data, skills, 
resource and learning sharing and exchange, and closer 

There are no targets or indicators of relevance. The Local Plan should 
seek to prevent 
development that may 
exacerbate surface water 
flooding. 

The SA Framework 
should include objectives 
that promote surface 
water management, 
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coordination to utilise cross boundary working opportunities 

 Undertake engagement with stakeholders to raise awareness of 
surface water flooding,  identify flood risks and assets, and agree 
mitigation measures and actions 

 Deliver outputs to enable a real change on the ground whereby 
partners and stakeholders take ownership of their flood risk and 
commit to delivery and maintenance of the recommended 
measures and actions 

 Meet borough specific objectives as recorded at the outset of the 
development of the SWMP 

Facilitate discussions and report implications relating to wider issues falling 

outside the remit of this Tier 2 work, but deemed important by partners and 

stakeholders for effectively fulfilling their responsibilities and delivering 

future aspects of flood risk management. 

Draft Hackney Wick Conservation Area Appraisal (2009) 

The purpose of the document is to ensure that “the special interest 

justifying designation is clearly defined and analysed in a written appraisal 

of its character and appearance”. This provides “a sound basis, defensible 

on appeal, for development plan policies and development control 

decisions” and also forms the basis for further work on design guidance 

and enhancement proposals. 

There are no targets or indicators of relevance. The Plan should seek to 
protect heritage assets 
within the LLDC area. 

The SA Framework 
should include objectives 
that seek to protect 
heritage assets. 
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Local Plans 

Key Objectives Relevant to Plan and SA Key Targets and Indicators Relevant to Plan 
and SA Baseline  

Implications for Plan Implications for SA 

Tower Hamlets Core Strategy Development Plan Document 2025 (adopted 2010) 

The Core Strategy sets out an ambitious and long-term spatial strategy to 
deliver the aspirations set out in the Community Plan. It sets out broad 

areas and principles, and where, how and when development should be 

delivered across the borough until 2025. It is also outcome-focused, and 
does not solely relate to development decisions. 

It is not the role of the Core Strategy to set out detailed policies in relation 

to planning applications set out site specific policies and allocations set 

out defined boundaries on an OS-based map The Core Strategy seeks to 
understand the roles and opportunities of each place in the borough. It 
brings these opportunities together to enable shared success across the 

borough and deliver the vision of One Tower Hamlets. 

Tower Hamlets will reinvent, strengthen and transform the places that 
make the borough unique. It will continue to be a place for diverse 
communities, building on its strategic importance as a unique part of inner 
London. 

 Strategic target for affordable homes of 50% until 
2025. 

 35%-50% affordable homes on sites providing 10 
new residential units or more (subject to viability). 

 An overall strategic tenure split for affordable 
homes from new development as 70% social 
rented and 30% intermediate. 

 An overall target of 30% of all new housing to be 
of a size suitable for families (three-bed plus), 
including 45% of new social rented homes to be 
for families. 

The objectives and 
guidance within the Local 
Plan need to be 
compatible with the vision, 
objectives and policies 
within the Core Strategy. 

The SA Framework 
should be compatible 
with the DPD. Detailed 
objectives should be 
consistent with the 
overarching DPD vision, 
objectives and policies. 

Fish Island Area Action Plan 2012 

The AAP provides the opportunity to tackle existing problems of dereliction 
and underuse, whilst securing a long term future for the area. 
The vision for Fish Island is a: 
“mixed-use sustainable community offering a unique place to live and 
work, right next to the 
Olympic Park and within walking distance of Stratford City. 
Fish Island will become a place for business, enterprise, new homes. 
Proximity to Stratford 
International and therefore access to France and Belgium is a hugely 
beneficial.”  

A key theme of the vision is the creation of key routes in order to make 
Fish Island accessible both strategically and locally. 

There are no specific targets or indicators within the plan. The plan should take on 
board the key objectives of 
the AAP which would 
contribute to regeneration 
of the area. 

The SA Framework 
should include objectives 
that complement and 
support this plan. 
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Key Objectives Relevant to Plan and SA Key Targets and Indicators Relevant to Plan 
and SA Baseline  

Implications for Plan Implications for SA 

Tower Hamlets Community Plan to 2020  

The Tower Hamlets Partnership has constructed the Tower Hamlets 

Community Plan. The Partnership brings together all the key stakeholders 

in the borough - residents, the council, the police, the health service, 
housing associations, other public services, voluntary and community 
groups, faith communities and businesses. 

The aim of the 2020 Community Plan is to “improve the quality of life for 
everyone who lives and works in the borough.” There are nine significant 
priorities: 

 The need for more affordable housing  particularly for families 

 Concern about the level of crime and the fear of crime 

 The need for more opportunities for residents to get into training, 
access lifelong learning opportunities and acquire the skills for 
employment to exploit job opportunities 

 The importance of retaining the richness of Tower Hamlets’ 
diversity 

 The importance of ‘place shaping’ and ensuring connected and 
cohesive communities through planning and design 

 Reducing health inequalities 

 The need to have, and encourage, respect among communities 

 The importance of personal responsibility 

 Making sure that the whole community benefits fully from growth 

 Expensive new private riverside housing 
developments sit alongside social housing 
estates. Tower Hamlets has one of the highest 
population densities in inner London. By 2020, its 
projected that there will be a further 31,500 new 
homes in the borough. 

 Housing affordability is low by national standards 
- with an average price of £380,835 which is more 
than double the average in England and Wales - 
and out of reach for most local people. 

 The inequality is stark: whilst the average salary 
for those working in Tower Hamlets is nearly 
£69,000, 18% of families are living on less than 
£15,000. This means that Tower Hamlets is the 
third most deprived borough in the country. 

 Although things are improving, average life 
expectancy at birth is 75 for men and 80 for 
women, ranking Tower Hamlets 383rd and 361st 
respectively, out of 432 local areas. 

The Local Plan should 
contribute to the delivery 
of the Community Plan, 
setting out spatial aspects 
where appropriate.  

The Community Plan 
outlines a number of 
sustainability issues and 
opportunities that have 
been acknowledged in 
the SA.  

Tower Hamlets Health and Wellbeing Strategy: An outline Draft for consultation – August 2012 

Since the 2006: Improving Health and Wellbeing Strategy and the 2009: 
Refreshed Delivery Plan, significant progress has been made against the 5 
strategic aims:  

 Reduce inequalities in health and wellbeing  

 Improve the experience of people who use our services  

 Develop excellent integrated and more localised services  

 Promoting independence, choice and control  

 Invest resources effectively  

The new strategy needs to build on what went before, be ambitious for the 
residents of Tower Hamlets and prioritize the areas for collective action. 

 

There are no specific targets or indicators of relevance.  The plan needs to 
recognise the role that 
land use planning can play 
in enhancing quality of life 
and health.  The pursuit of 
active travel and health 
lifestyles should be 
encouraged.  

The SA Framework 
should include 
objectives, indicators 
and targets which 
address health issues 
and deprivation and seek 
to reduce health 
inequalities. 
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Implications for Plan Implications for SA 

Tower Hamlets Health Profile 2011 

This profile gives a snapshot of health in the borough of Tower Hamlets. 
With other local information, the Health Profile is designed to support 
action by local government and primary care trusts to tackle health 
inequalities and improve the population’s health. 

Baseline indicators include overall levels of deprivation, 
life expectancy, healthy eating adults, people with 
diabetes, smoking during pregnancy, the estimated 
number of adults who are obese and infant deaths.  
Some of this data will be used to inform the SA and the 
consideration of health issues.  

The plan needs to 
recognise the role that 
land use planning can play 
in enhancing quality of life 
and health.  The pursuit of 
active travel and health 
lifestyles should be 
encouraged.  

The SA Framework 
should include 
objectives, indicators 
and targets which 
address health issues 
and deprivation and seek 
to reduce health 
inequalities. 

Tower Hamlets Community Safety Plan 2012/2013 

The Community Safety Plan is a key document, established by the Tower 
Hamlets Partnership to ensure that actions towards achieving the 
Community Plan Vision and Safe and Cohesive theme are delivered. 

To make Tower Hamlets a Safe and Cohesive Community the Partnership 
focus on achieving the following objectives: 

 Objective 1: Focusing on crime and anti-social behaviour 

 Objective 2: Reducing re-offending 

 Objective 3: Reducing the fear of crime 

 Objective 4: Fostering greater community cohesion 

 Objective 5: Tackling violent extremism 

Indicators included within this plan include :  

 Number of Arson incidents (all deliberate Fires) 

 Number of Deliberate Fires (Deliberate) 

 Number of Grass/open land fires – deliberate and 
unknown 

 Number of Rubbish Fires – deliberate and 
unknown 

 Number of ‘Most serious violence’ offences 

 Number of Gun Crimes and Gun Crime  

 Number of Knife Crimes and Knife crime  

 Number of Assaults with Injury 

 Number of Serious Acquisitive Crimes  

 Number of Personal Robberies 

 Number of Commercial Robberies 

 Total Robbery numbers 

 Number of Residential Burglaries 

 Number of thefts of Motor Vehicles 

 Number of thefts From Motor Vehicles 

 Number of Serious Youth Violence and Youth 
Violence offences 

 Rate of proven re-offending by young offenders  

 Number of domestic Violence Offences 

 Domestic Violence Rate 

 Domestic Offence Arrest Rate 

The plan needs to take on 
board the key objectives of 
this plan which would 
contribute to the 
development of healthy 
and safe communities. 

The SA Framework 
should include objectives 
that complement this 
plan. 
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 Number of rapes 

 Number of other Serious Sexual Offences 

 Number of repeat incidents of domestic violence 

 Number of drug intervention programme referrals 
that re-offend 

 Number of drug users recorded as being in 
effective treatment  

 Perception of drug use or drug dealing as a 
problem  

 Offenders under probation supervision living in 
settled and suitable accommodation at the end of 
their order or licence  

 Drug intervention programme referrals that re-
offend 

 Offenders under probation supervision in 
employment at the end of their order or license  

 Rate of proven re-offending by adults under 
probation supervision 

 Adult re-offending rates for those under probation 
supervision  

 Racist Offences 

 Homophobic Offences 

 % of people who believe people from different 
backgrounds get on well together in their local 
area 

Tower Hamlets Strategic Housing Market and Needs Assessment 2009 

The aim of the Strategic Housing Market and Needs Assessment aims to 
inform policy development and investment decisions across the study area. 
It should provide an evidence base to: ‐ 

 Ascertain the nature and level of current housing demand and need 
in the Borough.  

 Obtain an understanding of the likely characteristics of the future 
housing market. 

 Estimate the future number of households requiring market and 
affordable housing. 

 Inform policies aimed at providing the right mix of housing in the 

Targets include: 

 National annual target is for at least 60 per cent of 
new housing to be provided on previously 
developed land. 

 

This document should be 
considered within the 
Local Plan.  

This document provides 
contextual data which 
should be considered in 
the SA baseline. 

The SA Framework 
should include objectives 
that consider decent, 
high quality affordable 
housing. 
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future – both market and affordable, including the size of affordable 
housing required. 

 Understand the housing requirements of particular groups. 

 Inform the Council’s Local Development Framework which will set 
out their spatial planning strategies. 

 Inform policy making and investment decisions locally and 
regionally. 

A Tower Hamlets Housing Partnership was established to oversee the 
SHMA consisting of a multi‐disciplinary team including housing, planning, 

economic development and regeneration expertise. The role of the 
Strategic Housing Market and Needs Assessment partnership is to 
consider housing needs and issues across the borough and included core 
representatives from Registered Social Landlords and the Housing 
Corporation, in addition to housing and planning representatives. 

Tower Hamlets Joint Strategic Needs Assessment 2009 

The Joint Strategic Needs Assessment (JSNA) is a requirement under the 
Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007. It stipulates 
that local authorities and Primary Care Trusts (PCTs) should work jointly to 
produce it, in order to produce a picture of the health and well-being needs 
of the local population. 

There are no specific targets or indicators of relevance.  This document should be 
considered within the 
Local Plan.  

The needs of all should 
be incorporated into the 
SA Framework.  

Tower Hamlets Homelessness Strategy 2008-2013 

5 central themes to form the basis of the 2008-13 strategy: 

 Providing more support for families - preventing homelessness and 
meeting wider needs. 

 Shaping services locally to support vulnerable people through to 
settled, sustainable options. 

 Preventing overcrowding and homelessness by providing access to 
the right housing options at the right time. 

 Delivering homelessness services as part of an integrated approach 
to employment and financial inclusion. 

 Excellent services for local people, focussed around the needs of 
individuals and families. 

There are no specific targets or indicators of relevance.  The Local Plan should 
recognise the causes of 
homelessness and 
contribute to its prevention 
where possible (however 
its contribution may be 
limited).  

The SA Framework 
should include objectives 
that address housing 
issues including 
homelessness. 

Tower Hamlets Housing Strategy 2009-2012 

The Housing Strategy objectives fit strategically into the Council’s new 
Community Plan – 2020 Vision – Tower Hamlets Community Plan as well 
as paying due regard to the emerging regional and national policy context. 
To accelerate positive change in housing issues the Council must 

Carbon emission reduction targets of reducing carbon 
emissions by 60% by 2025. 
 
Tower Hamlets will seek a strategic target 50% 

This document should be 
considered within the 
Local Plan. 

The SA Framework 
should include objectives 
that consider decent, 
high quality affordable 
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maximise its use of powers, resources and people. It needs to effectively 
generate external resources and get the most from partnership working in 
meeting shared objectives.  
 
The key Strategic Objectives are centres around four main strategic 
housing themes: 

 Delivering and Managing Decent Homes 

 Placemaking and Sustainable Communities 

 Managing Demand, Reducing Overcrowding 

 New Housing Supply 

affordable housing on all housing developed in the 
borough, applying 35% on individual sites. 
 
45% of the social rented element of new developments 
to be for large family purposes (i.e. three bedrooms or 
more) either provided onsite, or where delivery proves 
unsustainable, provided offsite; 25% of the intermediate 
and market homes should have three bedrooms or more. 
 
All new housing developments to meet the Government’s 
national target of zero carbon housing by 2016.  
 
Maximise Lifetime Homes Standards in new housing 
stock and seek at least 10% of all new homes to be 
wheelchair accessible. 
 

housing. 

Tower Hamlets Level 2 Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (2012) 

The local authority and others responsible for development decisions 
should demonstrate that they have applied a risk based sequential 
approach in preparing development plans and consideration of flooding 
through the application of sequential test and exception test (where 
applicable). 
The underlying objective of the risk based sequential allocation of land is to 
reduce the exposure of new development to flooding and reduce the 
reliance on long-term maintenance of built flood defences. Within areas at 
risk from flooding, it is expected that development proposals will contribute 
to a reduction in the magnitude of the flood risk. 

There are no specific targets or indicators within the plan. The Local Plan should 
consider potential flood 
risk, and prevent 
development within the 
floodplain. The Local Plan 
should not exacerbate 
current flood risk issues on 
the site.  

The SA Framework 
should include objectives 
that promote the 
reduction and 
management of flood 
risk. 

Statement of Community Involvement Tower Hamlets (2009) 

This Statement sets out how the Council will involve all elements of the 
community in the planning process, both in the preparation of planning 
policy and involvement in planning applications. 

There are no specific targets or indicators in the 
statement. 

The Local Plan should be 
mindful of this statement 
as its development should 
be a transparent process. 

Sufficient time should be 
provided for consultation 
on the SA documents.   

Tower Hamlets Biodiversity Action Plan Sept 2009 – Sept 2014 

This LBAP seeks to review and build on the work of the 2009-2013 LBAP. 

This Biodiversity Action Plan, in parallel with the borough’s emerging Local 
Development Framework (LDF), has the following visions for the Borough: 

Vision 1: Incorporate opportunities for biodiversity within the Borough 

Vision 2: Ensure communities are able to experience wildlife locally 

There are no specific targets or indicators within the plan. Consideration should be 
given to enhancing / 
protecting biodiversity 
resources within the LLDC 
Local Plan.  

Objectives that promote 
biodiversity should be 
incorporated in the SA 
Framework. . 
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Vision 3: Enhance habitat connectivity for wildlife through the Borough 

Vision 4: Reduce Areas of Deficiency for Access to Nature 

Tower Hamlets Local Implementation Plan 2 2011-2031 

The Local Implementation Plan (LIP) 2 will help to deliver a better, more 
sustainable, transport system that contributes towards shaping the identity 
of Tower Hamlets and improving quality of life for all by meeting local 
priorities. The LIP2 Objectives are nine overarching priorities and their 
relationship to the key local problems and challenges: 

1.To promote a transport environment that encourages sustainable travel 
choices for all; 

2. To ensure the transport system is safe and secure for all in the borough; 

3. To ensure the transport system is efficient and reliable in meeting the 
present and future needs of the borough’s population and economy; 

4. To reduce the impact of transport on the environment and wellbeing; 

5. To ensure transport is accessible for all; 

6. To encourage smarter travel behaviour; 

7. To better integrate land use and transport planning policy and 
programmes; 

8. To protect, celebrate and improve sustainable access to the borough’s 
cultural, historical and heritage assets to enhance local distinctiveness, 
character and townscape views; and 

9. To maximise the benefits and opportunities offered by the London 
2102Games and its legacy. 

Reduce CO2 emissions from Ground Based Transport by 
45.3% by 2025, compared to a baseline of 218 CO2 eq 
kilotonnes in 2008. 
 
Increase the percentage of journeys made by bicycle 
from 1.8% in the 2007/08 - 2009/10 base year to 3.3% by 
2013/14 and 7% by 2025/26. 
 
Increase the percentage of journeys made by walking 
from 40.7% in the 2007/08 - 2009/10 base year to 41.3% 
in 2013/14 and 43% by 2025/26. 

Consideration should be 
given to the objectives 
outlined in this plan when 
developing the Local Plan. 

The SA Framework 
should include objectives 
that complement this 
plan and encourage 
sustainable transport. 

Tower Hamlets Surface Water Management Plan DRAFT 2011 

A SWMP outlines the preferred surface water management strategy in a 
given location. Surface water describes flooding from sewers, drains, 
groundwater, and runoff from land, small water courses and ditches that 
occurs as a result of heavy rainfall. The document also establishes a long-
term action plan to manage surface water and will influence future capital 
investment, maintenance, public engagement and understanding, land use 
planning, emergency planning and future developments. 
The objectives of the SWMP are to: 
 Develop a robust understanding of surface water flood risk in and 

around the study area, taking into account the challenges of climate 
change, population and demographic change and increasing 
urbanisation in London 

 Identify, define and prioritise Critical Drainage Areas, including further 

There are no targets or indicators of relevance. The Local Plan should 
seek to prevent 
development that may 
exacerbate surface water 
flooding. 

The SA Framework 
should include objectives 
that promote surface 
water management, 
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definition of existing local flood risk zones and mapping new areas of 
potential flood risk 

 Make holistic and multifunctional recommendations for surface water 
management which improve emergency and land use planning, and 
enable better flood risk and drainage infrastructure investments 

 Establish and consolidate partnerships between key drainage 
stakeholders to facilitate a collaborative culture of data, skills, resource 
and learning sharing and exchange, and closer coordination to utilise 
cross boundary working opportunities 

 Undertake engagement with stakeholders to raise awareness of surface 
water flooding,  identify flood risks and assets, and agree mitigation 
measures and actions 

 Deliver outputs to enable a real change on the ground whereby partners 
and stakeholders take ownership of their flood risk and commit to 
delivery and maintenance of the recommended measures and actions 

 Meet borough specific objectives as recorded at the outset of the 
development of the SWMP 

Facilitate discussions and report implications relating to wider issues falling 
outside the remit of this Tier 2 work, but deemed important by partners and 
stakeholders for effectively fulfilling their responsibilities and delivering 
future aspects of flood risk management 

Fish Island Conservation Area, Character Appraisal and Management Guidelines 2009 

This guide was prepared for the following purposes: 

 To comply with the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) 
Act 1990. Section 69(1) states that a conservation area is “an area of 
special architectural or historic interest, the character or appearance of 
which it is desirable to preserve or enhance.” 

 To provide a detailed appraisal of the area’s architectural and historic 
character.  

 To assist those who have an interest in the area to understand the 
quality of the built environment and how they can protect, contribute to 
and enhance it. 

 To provide an overview of planning policy and propose management 
guidelines on how this character should be preserved and enhanced in 
the context of appropriate ongoing change. 

 To ensure the Conservation Area and buildings of interest are 
appropriately and effectively knitted into the fabric of this area and that 
new development respects and responds to the importance of the 
character of these buildings. 

 
 

There are no targets or indicators of relevance. The Plan should seek to 
protect heritage assets 
within the LLDC area. 

The SA Framework 
should include objectives 
that seek to protect 
heritage assets. 
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A Conservation Strategy For Tower Hamlets 2010 

This Conservation Strategy aims to guide decision-making for Tower 
Hamlets’ heritage over the next 5-10 years. It sets out the long term vision 
for the heritage, and the Strategy Goals and Work Plan Objectives to help 
deliver that vision. It provides strategic guidance at the Borough level – it is 
not a detailed assessment of individual heritage resources. 

The Strategy has six key priorities, which are reflected in the six Strategy 
Goals. These Goals address the key challenges facing Tower Hamlets’ 
heritage. They also respond to government and statutory body guidance, 
and seek to actively support the Council’s broader social and economic 
regeneration priorities. The Goals are: 

1. Understanding the significance of the heritage; 

2. Increasing community pride, ownership and involvement in heritage to 
promote community cohesion; 

3. Ensuring effective governance and management of the heritage; 

4. Increasing heritage’s contribution to regeneration; 

5. Improving the condition of the heritage; and 

6. Ensuring effective protection of the heritage. 

There are no targets or indicators of relevance. The Plan should seek to 
protect heritage assets 
within the LLDC area. 

The SA Framework 
should include objectives 
that seek to protect 
heritage assets. 
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Key Objectives Relevant to Plan and SA Key Targets and Indicators Relevant to Plan 
and SA 

Implications for Plan Implications for SA 

Newham Core Strategy Development Document Plan 2027 (adopted January 2012) 

The Core Strategy replaces the Unitary Development Plan. It will ensure 
that new development will achieve the Council’s objective to make 
Newham a place where people will choose to live, work and stay. 
 
Newham has a vital role in the continuing development of London as a 
World City. The ambition is to develop sustainably, building on the area’s 
heritage and location, and as the City spreads eastwards, to place the 
Borough at the heart of the economic growth of London. Newham will be a 
vibrant, dynamic, cohesive and ambitious Borough that maximises the 
opportunities for transformation and regeneration that come from the 
Olympic and Paralympic Games, excellent transport connections, a wealth 
of development land and wider sub-regional growth, and its young and 
diverse population. 

There are a number of targets within the Core Strategy, 
including the following (not inclusive): 

 Requiring all major developments to achieve a 
target of at least 15%of their energy requirements 
to be provided through decentralised renewable 
or low carbon energy sources where feasible and 
viable; 

 The Climate Change Act 2008 calls for at least 
26% reductions from 1990 levels to be achieved 
by 2020. 80% of any affordable target should be 
social rented housing. 

The objectives and 
guidance within the Local 
Plan need to be 
compatible with the vision, 
objectives and policies 
within the Core Strategy. 

The SA Framework 
should be compatible 
with the DPD. Detailed 
objectives should be 
consistent with the 
overarching DPD vision, 
objectives and policies. 

Newham Sustainable Community Strategy 2010-2030 

‘The Sustainable Community Strategy is a blueprint for how the council 
and its partners will make Newham a place where people choose to live, 
work and stay’.  
 
By 2030, we fully expect Newham to be recognised across Europe as a 
leading economic and residential district of London. Newham will be known 
as a prosperous and forward looking borough, synonymous with health, 
opportunity, and sustainable employment. 

 Reduce the level of CO2 emissions that are 
produced in the borough by 10% 

 Increase the proportion of waste that households 
recycle or compost to 32% 

The Local Plan should 
contribute to the delivery 
of the Sustainable 
Community Strategy, 
setting out spatial aspects 
where appropriate.  

The Sustainable 
Community Strategy 
outlines a number of 
sustainability issues and 
opportunities that have 
been acknowledged in 
the SA.  

Health and Wellbeing Strategy (currently a consultation paper) (2012)  

The aim of this strategy is to drive change in delivery in order to improve 
health outcomes and narrow health inequalities both within the borough 
and with London and the UK. 
 
Specifically this strategy sets out our shared partnership health priorities, 
the approach we will take to tackling these and the timetable for production 
of specific commissioning plans. The strategy deals with the direction of 
travel for the borough and does not therefore go into detail on specific 
activities or areas of work – this will be covered by the operational 
commissioning plans. These plans will also deal with how partnership 
working in specific areas will operate. 

There are no specific targets or indicators of relevance.  The plan will need to 
recognise the role that 
land use planning can play 
in enhancing quality of life 
and health.  The pursuit of 
active travel and health 
lifestyles should be 
encouraged.  

The SA Framework 
should include 
objectives, indicators 
and targets which 
address health issues 
and deprivation and seek 
to reduce health 
inequalities. 
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Implications for Plan Implications for SA 

Safer Newham Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnership Strategic Assessment 2011-2012 

Broad priority focus areas and specific priority problems within them for 
Newham, were identified as: 
Crime: 

 Violent crime 

 Youth violence 

 Domestic violence 

 Alcohol related violence 

 Street crime: robbery of personal property and ‘snatch’ 

 Other thefts from people e.g. pick-pocketing/dipping. 

 Pick-pocketing (including on buses) 

 Thefts (e.g. ‘dips’) from people in shops 

 Thefts from people at ATMs 

 Residential burglary 

 Theft from motor vehicles 

 Theft of motor vehicles (new priority) 

ASB: 

 Drugs/substance misuse, including specific issues around the 
dealing and use of Class A drugs, crack houses, the use of 
cannabis by young people. 

 ASB by young people / teenagers hanging around 

 Rowdy/inconsiderate behaviour (new priority) 

 Neighbour nuisance (new priority) 

 Fly-tipping 

 Waste in front gardens (new priority, based on 364% increase in 
reports) 

There are no specific targets or indicators of relevance.  The plan needs to take on 
board the key objectives of 
this plan which would 
contribute to the 
development of healthy 
and safe communities. 

The SA Framework 
should include objectives 
that complement this 
plan. 

Newham Strategic Housing Market Assessment 2010 

The purpose of the SHMA is to form part of a wider evidence base for the 
development of housing and planning polices, which should be considered 
alongside other factors such as the viability of delivering affordable 
housing, land availability and local policy priorities including the creation of 
mixed and balanced. 

Targets include: 

 National annual target is for at least 60 per cent of 
new housing to be provided on previously 
developed land. 

 

This document should be 
considered within the 
Local Plan.  

This document provides 
contextual data which 
should be considered in 
the SA baseline. 

The SA Framework 
should include objectives 
that consider decent, 
high quality affordable 



 

72 

 

Local Plans 

Key Objectives Relevant to Plan and SA Key Targets and Indicators Relevant to Plan 
and SA 

Implications for Plan Implications for SA 

housing. 

Newham Joint Strategic Needs Assessment 2011-2012    

There is a JSNA core dataset that looks at demographics, patterns of 
illness and the wider determinants of health (such as housing, crime and 
employment) as well as service usage and the views of the public and 
professionals.  
It allows for benchmarking of the borough both within ward areas and 
comparing the borough against London and England averages.  
By comparing the health and social care data, recommendations are made 
in order to improve the health of the local population.  
Newham’s 2010 JSNA defined nine key priorities: 

 Lifestyle factors 

 Well-being and emotional resilience 

 Maternity and early years 

 Cancer and circulatory disease 

 Education and employment 

 Long term conditions and disability 

 Timely access to excellent services/support 

 Crime/fear of crime 

 Housing 

The 2011/12 JSNA continues with these key themes and also follows a ‘life 
course’ approach. For further information, please refer to the defined 
sources. 

Baseline indicators include overall levels of deprivation, 
life expectancy, risk to healthy lifestyles and health 
conditions.  Some of this data will be used to inform the 
SA and the consideration of health issues.  

The pursuit of healthy 
lifestyles contributing to 
overall wellbeing should 
be encouraged.  

The SA Framework 
should include 
objectives, indicators 
and targets which 
address health issues 
and deprivation and seek 
to reduce health 
inequalities. 

Newham Homelessness Strategy 2008-2013 

Newham’s Homelessness Strategy 2008-2013 aims to make a positive 
impact on the lives of local people by addressing their individual needs 
including health, education and employment. 
The approach taken by the strategy focuses on the following key priorities: 

 Maximising Olympic Legacies. 

 Preventing homelessness and widening housing options/choices. 

 Reducing the use of Temporary Accommodation and creating 
settled homes. 

 Working in partnership to Improve Quality of Life. 

 Areas for concerted action. 

 Delivering through Innovation. 

 Providing quality, accessible services to all customers that address 

There are no specific targets or indicators of relevance.  The Local Plan should 
recognise the causes of 
homelessness and 
contribute to its prevention 
where possible.  

The SA Framework 
should include objectives 
that address housing 
issues including 
homelessness. 
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a range of needs. 

Newham’s Homelessness Strategy objectives are closely aligned to the 
Government’s objectives. A core aim of the strategy is to enable homeless 
people to help themselves by identifying their own particular needs and 
aspirations and then accessing provision to meet them. 

Housing Newham 2011-2016: The Mayor of Newham’s Approach 

Convergence is a key theme of Newham’s Sustainable Communities 
Strategy that also runs through this housing strategy. The objective is to 
achieve socio-economic convergence between the host boroughs and the 
London average in seven key areas within a 20 year timeframe. Tackling 
low levels of employment is integrated into our strategic housing approach. 
Current reductions in housing benefit are likely to have an adverse effect in 
the Borough. 
Newham needs to stabilise its approach to new housing developments with 
a greater emphasis on family homes, rather than one and two bedroom 
apartments in high density flatted schemes. 
The housing strategy sets out our vision and plans for mixed communities, 
quality neighbourhoods, providing fairness, opportunity and increasing 
supply. 

Meeting the Decent Homes Standard 2012. This document should be 
considered within the 
Local Plan. 

The SA Framework 
should include objectives 
that consider decent, 
high quality affordable 
housing. 

Newham Strategic Flood Risk Assessment  (2010) 

The approach adopted has primarily been developed in recognition of the 
need to provide flood risk information to support appropriate land use 
allocations within Newham, and to support the application of the Sequential 
Approach. 
The underlying objective is to initiate a strategy that provides a framework 
for the consistent consideration of flood risk in seeking to accommodate 
current best practice and best available data for the lifetime of the planning 
process.  
The assessment evaluates risk as the product of the probability and the 
consequence of particular events. Probability is defined as the frequency 
and magnitude of floods that are generated by fluvial flows, storm surges 
and intense rainfall activity. The consequence is defined as the impact of 
floodwater on receptors (people, property, land, etc). This approach is 
sympathetic to the concept of source, pathway and receptor now adopted 
for flood risk management. 

There are no specific targets or indicators within the plan. The Local Plan should 
consider potential flood 
risk, and prevent 
development within the 
floodplain. 

The SA Framework 
should include objectives 
that promote the 
reduction and 
management of flood 
risk. 
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Statement of Community Involvement Newham (2006) 

This Statement sets out how the Council will involve all elements of the 
community in the planning process, both in the preparation of planning 
policy and involvement in planning applications. 

There are no specific targets or indicators in the 
statement. 

The Local Plan should be 
mindful of this statement 
as its development should 
be a transparent process. 

Sufficient time should be 
provided for consultation 
on the SA documents.   

Newham’s Corporate Plan 2010-2013 

The Mayor’s Contract and Corporate Plan are closely linked to the seven 
themes of the Sustainable Community Strategy, which are: 

 Safer Newham 

 Cleaner, Greener Newham 

 Young Newham 

 Ambitious Newham 

 Housing Newham 

 Active and Connected Newham 

 Healthy Newham 

The plan is focused on improving the services provided for residents, 
ensuring value for money, high performance and quality services. An 
annual update reflects the key priorities for the council in line with budget 
planning. The vision is to become recognised as a leading economic and 
residential district of London. Where there is a focus on health, opportunity 
and sustainable employment. Newham will have strong and innovative 
local economy, served by some of the best transport links in the country 
and focused on modern low carbon industries including high quality retail 
and leisure. 

There are no specific targets or indicators within the plan. The principles and themes 
of the Corporate Plan 
should be carried forward 
into the Local Plan. 

The SA Framework 
should include the 
objectives covering a 
wide range of social, 
economic and 
environmental issues. 
The assessment should 
consider opportunities 
for delivering 
enhancements as well 
as seeking to protect and 
maintain existing 
conditions. 

Newham Biodiversity Action Plan (2010) 

This is Newham’s first Biodiversity Action Plan and it aims to identify 
priority actions to deliver biodiversity improvements in Newham as well as 
stimulate discussion and inspire partnership working in Newham. 
To complement the primary purpose of protecting and enhancing 
biodiversity in Newham, the delivery of the BAP can also help to achieve a 
number of other social and environmental objectives. These include: 

 human health benefits, both mental and physical 

 filtration of air and water – reduce pollution 

 contribute to a sense of place and enhance community pride 

climate adaptation and amelioration functions to help the Borough adapt to 
climate change 

There are no specific targets or indicators of relevance. Consideration should be 
given to the aims of the 
LBAP and ensuring 
biodiversity is protected / 
enhanced when 
developing the plan. 

SA Objectives that 
promote biodiversity 
within the LLDC area 
boundary should be 
incorporated into the SA 
Framework. 
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Newham Local Implementation Plan 2 2011/12-2013/14 

The LIP2 responds to the challenges and opportunities emerging from 
Transport for London’s north and east London Sub-Regional Plans. At a 
London Level,  the Mayor’s Transport Strategy has set 6 overarching goals 
which Newham should address in its LIP2: 

 Supporting economic development and population growth in 
London 

 Enhancing the quality of life for all Londoners 

 Improving transport opportunities for all Londoners 

 Reducing transports contribution to climate change and improving 
its resilience 

 Supporting delivery of the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic 
Games and its Legacy 

There are no specific targets or indicators of relevance.  Consideration should be 
given to the objectives 
outlined in this plan when 
developing the Local Plan. 

The SA Framework 
should include objectives 
that complement this 
plan and encourage 
sustainable transport. 
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Sugar House Lane Conservation Area – Character Appraisal and Management Proposals (2010) 

 To comply with the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation 
Areas) Act 1990. Section 69(1) states that a conservation area is 
“an area of special architectural or historic interest, the character or 
appearance of which it is desirable to preserve or enhance.”  

 To analyse the development and resulting townscape of Sugar 
House Lane Conservation Area, identifying its distinctive 
appearance and character, and opportunities for further 
preservation and enhancement. 

 To provide a detailed appraisal of the area’s architectural and 
historic character.  

 To assist those who have an interest in the area to understand the 
quality of the built environment and how they can protect, contribute 
to and enhance it.  

 To provide an overview of planning policy and propose 
management guidelines on how this character should be preserved 
and enhanced in the context of appropriate ongoing change.  

 To ensure the Conservation Area and buildings of interest are 
appropriately and effectively knitted into the fabric of this area and 
that new development respects and responds to the importance of 
the character of these buildings.  

 

There are no specific targets or indicators of relevance.  Consideration should be 
given to the objectives 
outlined in this plan when 
developing the Local Plan. 

The SA Framework 
should include objectives 
that complement this 
plan and encourage 
sustainable transport. 

Three Mills Conservation Area – Character Appraisal and Management Proposals (2006) 

 
This guide was prepared for the following purposes:  

 To comply with the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation 
Areas) Act 1990. Section 69(1) states that a conservation area is 
“an area of special architectural or historic interest, the character or 
appearance of which it is desirable to preserve or enhance.”  

 To analyse the development and resulting townscape of Three Mills 
Conservation Area, identifying its distinctive appearance and 
character, and opportunities for further preservation and 
enhancement. 

 To provide a detailed appraisal of the area’s architectural and 
historic character.  

 To assist those who have an interest in the area to understand the 
quality of the built environment and how they can protect, contribute 

There are no specific targets or indicators of relevance.  Consideration should be 
given to the objectives 
outlined in this plan when 
developing the Local Plan. 

The SA Framework 
should include objectives 
that complement this 
plan and encourage 
sustainable transport. 
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to and enhance it.  

 To provide an overview of planning policy and propose 
management guidelines on how this character should be preserved 
and enhanced in the context of appropriate ongoing change.  

 To ensure the Conservation Area and buildings of interest are 
appropriately and effectively knitted into the fabric of this area and 
that new development respects and responds to the importance of 
the character of these buildings.  
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Summary of Local Plans and Programmes – Waltham Forest 

Local Plans 

Key Objectives Relevant to Plan and SA Key Targets and Indicators Relevant to Plan 
and SA 

Implications for Plan Implications for SA 

Waltham Forest Core Strategy (adopted 2012) 

The Waltham Forest LDF Core Strategy sets out the overarching policies 
to help secure the same life opportunities and experiences for the Waltham 
Forest community as for those living elsewhere in London. The policies 
seek to maximise the benefits of regeneration in East London whilst 
protecting the places and spaces our community values most. Their 
successful implementation will also go a long way to achieving the 
Waltham Forest Sustainable Community Strategy. The Core Strategy 
policies therefore correspond to the Sustainable Community Strategy 

priorities. 
The spatial vision for Waltham Forest in 2026 is one where Waltham 
Forest will have an established place in London ‘Our Place in London’. The 
vision includes plans for: 

 Sustainable Regeneration 

 Quality Homes 

 Sustainable Transport 

 Vibrant Town Centres 

 Dynamic Culture 

 Excellent Education 

 A Green Borough 

 Healthy Lifestyles 

 Inclusive Community 

The Climate Change Act 2008 calls for at least 26% 
reductions from 1990 levels to be achieved by 2020. The 
borough council have recognised climate change as one 
of the greatest long-term challenges facing the Waltham 
Forest and is committed to achieving the Mayor’s 
challenging target of 60% reduction of carbon emission 
by 2025. 

The objectives and 
guidance within the Local 
Plan need to be 
compatible with the vision, 
objectives and policies 
within the Core Strategy. 

The SA Framework 
should be compatible 
with the Core Strategy.  

Waltham Forest Sustainable Community Strategy 2008 

The Community Strategy’s principles and priorities are summarised below: 
To manage population growth and change through:  

 Improving housing quality and choice with the right kind of homes in 
the right places. 

 Creating a more economically balanced population, to increase 
local spending power, generate jobs and tackle concentrations of 
deprivation and low aspirations. 

 Cultivating civic participation, cohesion and independent living so 
everyone feels they belong. 

 Responding to climate change in a practical and effective way. 

Create wealth and opportunities for all residents by:  

There are no specific targets or indicators of relevance.  The Local Plan should 
contribute to the delivery 
of the Sustainable 
Community Strategy, 
setting out spatial aspects 
where appropriate.  

The Sustainable 
Community Strategy 
outlines a number of 
sustainability issues and 
opportunities that have 
been acknowledged in 
the SA.  
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 Making sure children and young people of the borough have the 
skills and confidence to achieve their ambitions and compete in a 
global economy. 

 Achieving full employment. 

 Ensuring residents are fi t and healthy for work. 

 Making the most of the regeneration of East London. 

Retaining more wealth in the borough through: 

 Creating vibrant town centres with an attractive leisure and cultural 
offer. 

 Transforming the design and quality of public space. 

 Improving community safety and reducing anti-social behaviour. 

Waltham Forest Health Profile 2011 

This profile gives a snapshot of health in the borough of Waltham Forest. 
With other local information, the Health Profile is designed to support 
action by local government and primary care trusts to tackle health 
inequalities and improve the population’s health. 

Baseline indicators include overall levels of deprivation, 
life expectancy, healthy eating adults, people with 
diabetes, smoking during pregnancy, the estimated 
number of adults who are obese and infant deaths.  
Some of this data will be used to inform the SA and the 
consideration of health issues.  

The plan needs to 
recognise the role that 
land use planning can play 
in enhancing quality of life 
and health.  The pursuit of 
active travel and health 
lifestyles should be 
encouraged.  

The SA Framework 
should include 
objectives, indicators 
and targets which 
address health issues 
and deprivation and seek 
to reduce health 
inequalities. 

Waltham Forest Safety Net Strategic Assessment (2010) 

This document is to provide a holistic overview of the current and future 
strategic issues pertaining to the London Borough of Waltham Forest, 
focusing on the areas of Crime and Disorder, Anti-Social Behaviour, 
Environmental Crime, and Substance Misuse. 
Through the provision of this information, SafetyNet will be in a position to: 

 Deploy the available resources in an effective and efficient way. 

 Develop activities that are either evidence or intelligence-based, 
which meet the needs of the Community. 

 Set robust priorities for SafetyNet, which have a clear justification 
and rationale for their choice. 

 Understand the relevant patterns, trends, and series for the key 
areas of concern. 

 Undertake both annual reviews, and plan activity, based on a clear 
understanding of the issues and priorities. 

There are no specific targets or indicators of relevance. Key objectives contributing 
to the development of 
healthy and safe 
communities should be 
recognised. 

The SA Framework 
should include objectives 
that complement this 
assessment. 

http://www.walthamforest.gov.uk/documents/ke34-waltham-forest-safety-net_strategic-assessment.pdf
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Waltham Forest Housing Market Needs and Market Assessment 2011 

The purpose of the Waltham Forest Housing Needs and Market 
Assessment: 

 Understanding the housing drivers and dynamics of Waltham 
Forest. 

 Housing requirements modelling based upon recent and current 
trends in the borough. 

 Understanding the size and needs of sub-groups of the population. 

 Focuses upon Waltham Forest in isolation from surrounding area. 

 East London SHMA presented Waltham Forest’s role in the sub-
region. 

 Represents a snapshot of the borough and how it could meet its 
own housing requirements. 

Targets include: 

 National annual target is for at least 60 per cent of 
new housing to be provided on previously 
developed land. 

 

This document should be 
considered within the 
Local Plan.  

This document provides 
contextual data which 
should be considered in 
the SA baseline. 

The SA Framework 
should include objectives 
that consider decent, 
high quality affordable 
housing. 

Waltham Forest’s Health Inequalities Strategy 2010 – 2015 

The vision of this strategy is a Waltham Forest where people enjoy equal 
opportunities to lead healthy lives. It seeks to achieve this by enabling 
residents of the borough to have equal access to quality early years 
provision and education, fair and good employment, good health and 
independence in retirement and healthy and sustainable places and 
communities. 
The following themes and aims have been adopted for A Healthier, Fairer 
Waltham Forest: 

 Give every child the best start in life (under 5s) 

 Enable all children and young people to maximise their capabilities 
and have control over their lives (5- 19 years) 

 Create fair employment and good work for all (20 – 64) 

 Support good health and independence in retirement (65+) 

 Create and develop healthy and sustainable places and 
Communities 

 Understand and involve our communities 

 Make health everyone’s business 

There are no specific targets or indicators of relevance. The principles and themes 
should be carried forward 
in the Local Plan.  

The SA Framework 
should include 
objectives, indicators 
and targets which 
address health issues 
and seek to reduce 
health inequalities. 

Waltham Forest Homelessness Prevention Strategy 2007-2012 

Waltham Forest has decided to produce a new strategy just four years 
after the first one, in order to reflect changing priorities and work towards 
current national, regional and local objectives. 
The principal aims of the strategy are: 

There are no specific targets or indicators of relevance.  The Local Plan should 
recognise the causes of 
homelessness and 

The SA Framework 
should include objectives 
that address housing 
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 To prevent homelessness wherever possible. 

 To develop and promote alternative housing options. 

 To maintain and develop partnerships. 

 To promote tenancy sustainment. 

 To maximise the existing supply of social housing. 

 To increase the supply of settled accommodation. 

 To provide support for vulnerable groups. 

contribute to its prevention 
where possible.  

issues including 
homelessness. 

Waltham Forest Housing Strategy 2008-2028 

Waltham Forest’s ambition, set out in the Sustainable Community Strategy 
(SCS), is to make the most of London’s opportunities and prosperity. 
The housing strategy has three main priorities: 
Priority one: Building new homes 

 Making development and regeneration happen 

 Achieving economically balanced communities with more family 
homes 

 Delivering the right homes in the right places 

Priority two: Making the most of them home we have 

 Renewing private housing 

 Improving social rented homes 

 Reducing overcrowding and under occupation 

Priority three: Creating successful communities 

 Enabling the right housing choices to be made 

 Creating solutions for homeless people and supporting independent 
living 

 Making good quality safe neighbourhoods 

 Creating economic opportunities 

 This document should be 
considered within the 
Local Plan. 

The SA Framework 
should include objectives 
that consider decent, 
high quality affordable 
housing. 

Statement of Community Involvement Waltham Forest (2007) 

This Statement sets out how the Council will involve all elements of the 
community in the planning process, both in the preparation of planning 
policy and involvement in planning applications. 

There are no relevant specific targets or indicators in the 
statement. 

The Local Plan should be 
mindful of this statement 
as its development should 
be a transparent process. 

Sufficient time should be 
provided for consultation 
on the SA documents.   

Waltham Forest Biodiversity Action Plan 2010-2020 

The Waltham Forest BAP vision is of a diverse natural landscape with the There are no specific targets or indicators in the Consideration should be SA Objectives that 
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countryside and open spaces integrated into the urban environment. 
The plan addresses specific objectives for the conservation of key habitats 
and species, the raising of public awareness and the involvement of all 
sectors of the community. It is closely linked to London’s biodiversity 
priorities, so that the contribution to the protection of wildlife and habitats in 
the City and the Greater London area can be effectively measured. 
The six main objectives are: 

 To protect and enhance the wildlife and habitats in Waltham Forest, 
in particular those of international, national and regional importance. 

 To ensure that developers, major landowners and organisations, 
including the Council, schools and colleges, the private sector and 
statutory undertakers, are aware of the importance of conserving 
biodiversity and are positively involved in the implementation of the 
BAP. 

 To ensure the proper consideration of biodiversity conservation in 
the management of all open space and amenity land in Waltham 
Forest. 

 To seek opportunities for increasing the area and number of priority 
and locally important habitats. 

 To develop the long term interest and involvement of people living 
and working in the Borough, including access to nature. 

 To monitor and report on our progress against the targets within the 
BAP. 

statement. given to the aims of the 
LBAP and ensuring 
biodiversity is protected / 
enhanced when 
developing the plan. 

promote biodiversity 
within the LLDC area 
boundary should be 
incorporated into the SA 
Framework. 

Local Implementation Plan 2 Waltham Forest 2011-2014 

Waltham Forest’s second LIP document has been drafted in close 
alignment with the priorities set out in its adopted Sustainable Community 
Strategy ‘Our Place in London’ and the spatial objectives outlines in the 
emerging Local Development Framework. It responds to the challenges 
and opportunities emerging from Transport for London’s north and east 
London Sub-Regional Plans. At a London Level,  the Mayor’s Transport 
Strategy has set 6 overarching goals which Waltham Forest  should 
address in its LIP2: 

 Supporting economic development and population growth in 
London 

 Enhancing the quality of life for all Londoners 

 Improving transport opportunities for all Londoners 

 Reducing transports contribution to climate change and improving 
its resilience 

There are no specific targets or indicators of relevance. Consideration should be 
given to the objectives 
outlined in this plan when 
developing the Local Plan. 

The SA Framework 
should include objectives 
that complement this 
plan and encourage 
sustainable transport. 
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 Supporting delivery of the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic 
Games and its Legacy  

Waltham Forest Level 2 Strategic Flood Risk Assessment 2011 

The key objectives of the Level 2 Strategic Flood Risk Assessment are: 

 To provide an assessment of the impacts of all sources of flooding 
in accordance with Annex E of PPS25, including an assessment of 
any future impacts associated with climate change 

 To enable planning policies to be identified to minimise and manage 
flood risks for the whole of the borough 

 To provide information needed to apply the Sequential Test within 
specific development proposals sites at medium or high flood risk in 
line with the principles of PPS25 

 To provide Waltham Forest Council with the information required to 
assess the flood risk for specific development proposal sites, 
concentrating on the Northern Olympic Fringe and Blackhorse Lane 
Areas to ensure that development in such areas satisfies the 
requirements of the Exception Test  

 To consider the detailed nature of the flood hazard (flood depth, 
probability, velocity), taking into account the presence of flood risk 
management measures such as flood defences. 

 To provide guidance for preparing site specific Flood Risk 
Assessments, including design guidance with respect to site use, 
layout, minimum finished floor levels, access and egress, flood 
resilient and resistant design 

 To undertake an appraisal of existing flood defence infrastructure 
local to the two Area Action Plans 

 To identify strategic mitigation options and potential delivery 
mechanisms with regard to flood risk. 

There are no specific targets or indicators of relevance.  The Local Plan should 
consider potential flood 
risk, and prevent 
development within the 
floodplain. 

The SA Framework 
should include objectives 
that promote the 
reduction and 
management of flood 
risk. 

Waltham Forest Surface Water Management Plan DRAFT 2011 

A SWMP outlines the preferred surface water management strategy in a 
given location. Surface water describes flooding from sewers, drains, 
groundwater, and runoff from land, small water courses and ditches that 
occurs as a result of heavy rainfall. The document also establishes a long-
term action plan to manage surface water and will influence future capital 
investment, maintenance, public engagement and understanding, landuse 
planning, emergency planning and future developments. 
The objectives of the SWMP are to: 
 Develop a robust understanding of surface water flood risk in and 

There are no targets or indicators of relevance. The Local Plan should 
seek to prevent 
development that may 
exacerbate surface water 
flooding. 

The SA Framework 
should include objectives 
that promote surface 
water management, 
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Local Plans 

Key Objectives Relevant to Plan and SA Key Targets and Indicators Relevant to Plan 
and SA 

Implications for Plan Implications for SA 

around the study area, taking into account the challenges of climate 
change, population and demographic change and increasing 
urbanisation in London 

 Identify, define and prioritise Critical Drainage Areas, including further 
definition of existing local flood risk zones and mapping new areas of 
potential flood risk 

 Make holistic and multifunctional recommendations for surface water 
management which improve emergency and land use planning, and 
enable better flood risk and drainage infrastructure investments 

 Establish and consolidate partnerships between key drainage 
stakeholders to facilitate a collaborative culture of data, skills, resource 
and learning sharing and exchange, and closer coordination to utilise 
cross boundary working opportunities 

 Undertake engagement with stakeholders to raise awareness of surface 
water flooding,  identify flood risks and assets, and agree mitigation 
measures and actions 

 Deliver outputs to enable a real change on the ground whereby partners 
and stakeholders take ownership of their flood risk and commit to 
delivery and maintenance of the recommended measures and actions 

 Meet borough specific objectives as recorded at the outset of the 
development of the SWMP 

 Facilitate discussions and report implications relating to wider issues 
falling outside the remit of this Tier 2 work, but deemed important by 
partners and stakeholders for effectively fulfilling their responsibilities 
and delivering future aspects of flood risk management 
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Summary of Local Plans and Programmes – London Legacy Development Corporation 

Local Plans 

Key Objectives Relevant to Plan and SA Key Targets and Indicators Relevant to Plan 
and SA 

Implications for Plan Implications for SA 

Olympic Park (Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park) Green Infrastructure Strategy (2011) 

This strategy provides justification for the provision of all green spaces in 
the area of the Planning Application including open space, biodiversity 
areas and playspace. 

This Strategy includes a long-term commitment to 
provide 102 ha of Metropolitan Open Land and 45 ha of 
BAP habitats across the Olympic Site. 

It is essential that the plan 
considers the 
incorporation of green 
infrastructure into the plan 
along with its sustainable 
travel, flood management, 
healthy living, townscape, 
wildlife, economic and 
social benefits. It is also 
essential that the plan 
recognises the long term 
commitments made in the 
Strategy. 

The SA Framework 
should include objectives 
relating to the 
enhancement of green 
infrastructure within the 
LLCD area along with 
recognising the 
importance the 
commitments made in 
the Strategy. 

Olympic Park Biodiversity Action Plan/ Revised Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park BAP (in progress) 

The UK Biodiversity Action Plan (UK BAP) was published in 1994, and was 
the UK Government’s response to the Convention on Biological Diversity 
which the UK signed up to in 1992 in Rio de Janeiro. Action plans for the 
most threatened species and habitats were set out to aid recovery, and 
national reports, produced every three- to five-years, showed how the UK 
BAP was contributing to the UK’s progress towards the significant 
reduction of biodiversity loss called for by the Convention on Biological 
Diversity.  
 
The Olympic Park Biodiversity Action Plan (currently being revised as the 
Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park BAP) was a planning requirement and 
established the biodiversity targets for the Olympic Park. This included the 
requirement to create 45 hectares of new habitat (which will eventually 
mature to meet a quality standard of Site of Biological Importance Grade 1 
or better) to replace the loss of previously designated sites of natural 
conservation importance on the Park, as well as action plans for 28 
species or species groups, including plants, invertebrates, fish, 
amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals. 

As the plan is currently in progress there are no specific 
targets or indicators at this time. 

Although this plan is 
currently in progress 
consideration should be 
given to the aims of the 
Local BAP and ensure 
biodiversity is protected / 
enhanced when 
developing the LLDC Plan. 

SA Objectives that 
promote biodiversity 
within the LLDC area 
boundary should be 
incorporated into the SA 
Framework. 

 


